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Dear Chairperson, 

My name is Laura Xiong, and I am representing the Hmong International Human 
Rights Watch. I have come here today to plead for your help in properly 
addressing the ongoing Hmong refugee crisis inside- Laos and Thailand. 
Currently there are over 60,000Hmong refugees scattered across these two 
countries without any form of UN protection. The refugee flow has continued 
to increase over the past years because the UNHCR has continued 
to ignore this problem. This is the fourth consecutive year thatSfehave come 
to Geneva to plead for the UN to take action on this issue, but so far 
nothing has been done. Please understand that the Hmong's rights have been 
violated under article 10 of the Draft Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous.people and article 13 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

A recent example of the .continuing Hmong refugee saga are the 40 Hmong 
families which were arrested by LPDR authorities at Tha Din Daeng village, 
Vientiane on September 16, 2000. they had fled from Saysomboun1 Special Zone, 
because of the danger there. Boun Her Thao,.a high -level LPDR army officer 
working in Vientiane, had tried to intervene on,their behalf but was later 
arrested and killed (October 26, 2000) by the 'Lao. government because of his 
opposition to the way the Hmong were being treated. 

Another recent .case occurred March 2, 2001, when Chao Yang and B 
other villagers were arrested at Tia Bla refugee camp near Muang Cha, 
Saysomboun Special Zone after refusing to be used as bait to lure the Chad 
Fa down;from the mountains. LPDR soldiers shot and killed Chaos's .son in 
front of all the villagers to set an example for those Hmong who defy their 
authority. Chao Yang and 8 other villagers were then taken away never to be 
seen'again. One villager, Moua Zeb, was able to escape to Thailand,' where 
he isstill in hiding waiting for UN protection and a country which will 
grant him political asylum. 

.There'are disturbing reports we are receiving about Hmong who are 
captured in Saysomboun Special Zone. They .are rounded up and put on buses' 
destined for Vietnam, never to be heard from again.. Coincidentally", on 
June 27, 2001,' Reuters news agency in Hanoi reported a bus carrying 82 
Hmong crashed in Ky Son district', Nghe An province. They even interviewed a' 
police'spokesman stating "The official said the Hmong people had been 
repatriated from Laos after crossing into that country illegally. The 
Hmong, many of whom practice slash-and-burn agriculture, had been living in 
a jungle area of Laos, he added." [Source: Reuters news agency -. June 27, 
2001 -'Bus crash kills repatriated Vietnamese hill people] 

There are over 3000 Hmong detained at La Khai and another 12 
families at Pas Zaj Ntsuab/Green Dragon Lake internment camps. 
These Hmong must be allowed to move freely to other areas which 
are safe and where they can attain arable farmland to support 
themselves rather then relying 1on money from relatives in" the 
U.S. 



Earlier this month, the Bangkok Post reported that Hmong refugees 
residing at Wat Thamkrabok would be repatriated to Laos stating "An army 
source said Geneneral Chavalit Yongchaiyudh wants the panels to sort things 
out at the temple's Hmong village, Phra Phuthabat district, and arrange 
the repatriation of about 30,000 Hmong to Laos or other countries." 
(Source: Bangkok Post - July 4, 2001 - Five panels to look into temple 
issue] 

I would also like to point out that the future of those Hmong 
refugees which were repatriated to Laos remains uncertain, especially since 
the two UN monitors in Vientiane will be leaving the country very soon. 
Recently, the UNHCR has intervened on behalf of the Montagnards seeking 
asylum in Cambodia. The Hmong have a similar history to these people 
because of their close, association with the US during the Vietnam War, and 
their ongoing persecution by communist authorities after the war. If the 
UNHCR can go in to protect these people why does it not do something to 
intervene on behalf of the Hmong who live in the jungles of Saysomboun 
Special Zone 

Since this year's theme 'is' "Indigenous Peoples and their right'to 
development, including the' right to participate in development affecting 
them", I would like to point out that the Hmong in Laos have no such rights 
and will never have such rights'until they are allowed.to have~freedom of 
movement. The UN'is not .even allowed access 'to Hmong areas in Saysomboun 
Special .Zone, where.there are over"10,000 refugees fearing for their lives 
on a-'daily basis: 

At the moment, all Hmong In Laos.live under _a governmental policy 
of discrimination.'in'which no Hmong are allowed to be promoted to General, 
nor to become members of.theipolitburo, .nor hold a Minister's position or 
ambassador to. any country. The only positions of significance that they can 
get are to be' used to fight' their own people in Saysomboun Special Zone, 

Hmong who have relatives in the U.S. or who worked for the U.S. 
before 1975 are not allowed a chance.to pass the test which would enable 
them to continue with higher education in foreign countries. Now only the 
children of communist officials are. allowed this priviledge. 

Here is a list of cases of current Hmong prisoners and Hmong who 
have been killed" 
by the LPDR: 

March -2, ; 2001 r 'Chao Yang and 8 other villagers were arrested at Tia Bla 
refugee camp near Muang Cha after refusing'to be used as bait ,to lure the 
Chao Fa down from the mountains. The LPDR soldiers shot and killed Chao's 
son in front of all the villagers to set an example for those Hmong who 
defy their authority. Chao Yang and the other 6 villagers were taken away 
never to 'be seen again. One villager, Moua Zeb, was able to escape to 
Thailand where he is still in hiding waiting for a country to give him 
asylum. 

March 2001 - Nao Tou Moua was arrested in KM 52 by officials 
never to be seen again. 

October 26, 2000 - Boun Her Thao, a high level LPDR army officer working in 
Vientiane, was arrested and later killed. This was all because he tried to 
stop the government from arresting 40 Hmong families at Tha Din Dang 
village in Vientiane several weeks earlier. 

October 26, 1999 - Boun Vang took part in the democracy march in 



Vientiane and was arrested and still being held in Sam Khe jail 

On July 3, 1999, Wa Kou Vang, Boua Yeng Vang, Chong Sua Yang, Bee Vang, Kou 
Xiong, and Chue Lee, who were being held as prisoners at Khang Khai prison 
were all taken away by truck never to be seen again. The wives of these 
prisoners fear that they may have been killed. 

On June 26, 1993, Vang Pheng Yang was arrested at La Khai village 
and taken away to Khang Khai prison, Xieng Khouang never to be seen again. 

October 20, 1996 - Boun Vang Lee and his wife See Xiong - Boun Vang Lee was 
killed by Lao police officers Thao Khaman and Thao Khamkeuth. Later on, in 
January 1998, the LPDR government killed his wife See Xiong and crippled 
their 2 year old son all because his wife had filed a lawsuit against the 
Lao government after her husband was murdered by the police. 

July 1995 - Boua Chong Lee was a military leader for the Pathet Lao 
government for over 30 years, but was forced into early retirement after he 
complained about the unfair treatment the Hmong were receiving at the hands 
of the'LPDR government. He was severely beaten and tortured, then 
imprisoned for .life without any type of trial. 

•1995 -"Nao Pha Her,. Cheng Lor, Khamchai Her, and Sao Kue returned 
.from Thailand to visit•relatives in Ban' Nagnao village, Vientiane. They 
were'arrested. 

1995, Mao Her, Neng Lee, Kao Her, Va fieri and 2 other leaders from'Pha' Lak 
Pha.Koui agreed to come down from the'.mountains to negotiate with Luang 
Prabarig* officials. Kanechanh, Chansone, and Koua V u e R i g h t after they met 
with .these pfficials in Muang Kasy.they were beaten and tortured, then 
arrested never;''-to'be seen again. 

1994 - Chong Yang'Xiong, a Hmoncr refugee who had resettled in the 
U.S. and lived in'Sheboygan, MI visited Na Tak Na Moo village, Vientiane. 
During' his visit he was arrested and" taken to Vientiane because of an 
expired visa. He has not been heard from since. His wife and daughter are 
currently living in Sheboygan, WI and have not had anyone to' help them 
follow up on this case till the present day. 

September 11, 1993 - Vue Mai, the former leader of Ban Vinai refugee camp, 
was. secretly.arrested.by the Lao government shortly after repatriating to 
Laos under the supervision of the United Nations High Commissioner for ' 
Refugees .' (UNKCR) 

1992 - Yang Va was a Hmong refugee who had resettled in France. 
He was invited to Laos by Lao PDR officials to negotiate the return of 
Hmong refugees living at Wat Thamkrabok, Thailand. The series of 
negotiations took place in Thailand and Laos with LPDR officials who 
claimed to be representatives of the son of "Kaysone", the LPDR president 
at the time. The intent of these negotiations was to set up a multi-
political party in Laos, so that the Hmong refugees at Wat Thamkrabok could 
return safely. In early 1991, during the final negotiation stage in Laos, 
Yang Va was arrested and imprisoned for life without any trial. This was 
all because of the fact that the final negotiations ended in a deadlock. 

Current Hmong Refugee Situation 

Inside Thailand 

Thamkrabok - 30,000 
Napho - 35 



Other parts of Thailand - 20,000 

Inside Laos 

Phou Bia - over 10,000 

Green Dragon Lake (Pas Zaj Ntsuab), Saysomboun Special Zone 
(since 2000) - about 1 mile before Muang Cha town. - 12 families. 

La Khai refugee camp, Xieng Khouang province (since 1992) - Chong 
Shoua Xiong, the Hmong leader, and a couple thousand refugees 
live here. They are used as bait by the Lao PDR to lure the Chao 
Fa down from the mountains. In order to survive they have to go 
to Phounsavanh town to get money from their relatives in the U.S. 
The UN is not even allowed to visit the area. 

74 families in Khammoune province (since 1994) - over 40 of these 
families have moved to KM 52 and other villages in Vientiane 
province because no way to support themselves. 

Immediate action to be talcen 

We" request that the staff of Hmong International Human Rights. 
Watch ;(HIHRW)V along with Amnesty International, have, free access 
tô all parts'of Laos to investigate alleged cases'of human rights 
abusé ^'carried but against the Hmong populace. 

We request that the 'aoove mentioned prisoners be released 
.immediately and unconditionally, and that a Human Rights 
committee, with.Hmong members on it, be set.up' inside Laos. 

The 'Declaration of Human Rights should .be.translated into Hmong 
language, particularly the RPA (Roman Popularized Alphabet) ' .version,•which 
the Hmong in Laos are most familiar with. Since the LPDR is a UN member we 
ask that they be responsible in distributing the Declaration to'all the 
Hmong people residinq inside Laos 

We request that.the Lao and Vietnamese troops immediately 
withdraw from Saysomboun Special•Zone, and that an international 
peacekeeping mission be set up to assist the Hmong in safely 
coming out of the' jungle. The".LPDR government must allow the, UN, • 
NGOs,'J-and Hmong organizations to 'aide these Hmong until they 
become' self-sufficient. 

The 50,'000 Hmong refugees still remaining in Thailand shall be 
given the right to return to Laos unconditionally. 

Education shall be equally guaranteed to the Hmong just as it is 
to lowland Lao and those children of LPDR officials. 

More than 10,000 Hmong visitors to Laos have been denied visas 
over the past 25 years. The LPDR government should atop its 
discriminatory visa policy and allow Hmong visitors from abroad 
free access -to visas. 

There should be just one class of citizens in Laos. No more 
discriminatory policies requiring Hmong returnees to carry 
specially marked I.D.s- which prohibit them from traveling 
freely, obtaining government jobs, or attaining higher education. 



Hmong traditions must be upheld and backed by the government. 
They must not be forced to change their names to Lao in order to 
hold a government position, e.g. Vong Phet = Xai Ker, Charern = 
Cha Her, Panny = Pa, Syvone = Va Tou, etc. 

In La Khai (over 3000 Hmongi and Pas Zaj Ntsuab/Green Dragon Lake 
(12 families) internment camps the Hmong must be allowed to move 
freely to other areas, which are safe and where they can attain 
arable farmland to support themselves rather then relying on 
money from relatives in the U.S. 

Hmong International Human Rights Watch 
4531 N Kenmore Ave, Chicago, IL 60640 


