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Item 5 : Indigenous People and land issue 

Madam Chair, 

My name is Ruth Marcus; I come from Malaysia and I am representing PACOS TRUST from 

Sabah Malaysia. 

First, I must extend my gratitude to the London based Minority Rights Group whose 

sponsorship has enabled my participation in this Working Group. 

I would like to speak on Indigenous People and land issues affecting them.^In order to give 

full and adequate protection to Indigenous People over their land, land legislation has to be 

enacted which would, first of all, confer right to the indigenous people to acquire land 

industryvtheir customary rights in land and second, to provide adequate protection to the 

Indigenous People against the exploitation of Indigenous land. 

In my home state of Sabah, Malysia, the Land Ordinance allows an Indigenous person to hold 

any type of land title, be if native Title or Country Land. 

The Land Ordinance also provides a provision to protect indigenous lands from being 

transferred to non-Indigenous People by expressly forbidding any dealings such as sale, 

purchase, sublease, creation of trust and grant of power^between indigenous on one hand and 

non-Indigenous^on the other hand. 

However, sad to say, Madam Chair, despite the existence of such laws, this did not stop 

Indigenous lands from falling into the hands of non-Indigenous People. How could this 

happen you may ask ? 
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My answer Madam Chair, [tes in the fact that certain Sabah government officials have 
compromise the integrity of its office. Madam Chair, for your information and for my 
brothers and sisters here today, in my home state, descendants of a mixed marriage between 
an Indigenous person and a non-Indigenous person are in law, recognize as Indigenous 
person. As proof of their Indigenous status, a certificate will be issued to these descendants, if 
they so wish to apply for the certificate. This certificate would certify their status as 
Indigenous People. In recent years, it has been discovered that and highlighted in the media 
that a large number of people claiming to be descendants of Indigenous People have applied 
for a certificate endorsing the Indigenous Status. 

Some of the applicants are of course genuine, but there are some whose claims to Indigenous 
ancestry are questionable and doubtful Despite the fact that their claims to Indigenous 
ancestry are doubtful somehow these applicants have managed to obtain a certificate 
endorsing their Indigenous status. 

A lot of finger pointing has been directed towards the Sabah government agency in-charge of 
issuing these certificates. To these people, obtaining an endorsement of Indigenous status is 
like obtaining a passport to all privileges and rights, reserved ordinarily for Indigenous 
peoples, including the right to acquire Indigenous lands, reserve exclusively for the ownership 
of Indigenous People. 

In no time, these so called new Indigenous People would have put their certificate to good 
use, evident in the sudden change of the physical landscape of what used to be once 
Indigenous land. 

The practice of conferring Indigenous status to any Tom, Dick and Harry, is tantamount to a 
sell-out of the Indigenous Peoples birthright. The saddest part is white these$ frauds or 
culprits enjoy the benefit of our birthright, they absolutely has no respect for Indigenous 
culture, customs and heritage. 

Madam Chair, measures have been taken by the government to put a stop to these 
irresponsible practices. But I am still sad to report that the damage has already been done. 
There are certainly no words to express the grief suffered by my indigenous people. At the 
same time, I take comfort in the fact that I have been given this golden opportunity to share 
my grief with you and to my brothers and sisters in this forum. Madam Chair, from the 
bottom of my heart, I thank you for giving me that opportunity. 

Thank you once again Madam Chair. 


