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Madam Chairperson, kindly allow me to explain the concept of  indigenous peoples in the Indian Sub-Continent. 
The Bangladeshi delegation on 12 August 1983 stated that on the definition  of  the indigenous peoples, "the paradigm situation must be derived from  the historical experience of  countries in the Western hemisphere and in Australasia... ". 
However, the Special Rapporteur Martinez Cobo's definition  is not only based on the experiences of  the indigenous peoples in Americas or Australasia but all the regions of  the world. His report covered 37 States including 10 Asian States consisting of Bangladesh, Burma, India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines and Sri Lanka (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1986/ 7/Add.l, P-74). 
The Government of  Bangladesh also informed  the Special Rapporteur that members of  tribal or semi-tribal populations are regarded as indigenous "on account of  their descent from  the populations which are settled in a specified  geographical areas of the country" (E/CN.4 /Sub.2/ 1986/ 7/Add.l, p 15). Moreover, Act no 12 of  1995 published in Bangladesh gazette on 30 June 1995, paragraph 27 refers  to "indigenous hillmen" of  any of  the hill districts of  Rangamati, Bandarban and Khagrachari. There are other references  in Bangladesh National Board of  Revenue Documents of 10 March 1980, 9 April 1980,17 October 1992 and 12 June 1995. Pakistan Government's Central Board of  Revenue Document of  6 April 1967 also refers  to "Indigenous Hillmen". During the celebration of  the International Year of  the Indigenous Peoples 1993 by Bangladesh Manab Adhikar Samannay Parishad, the then Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and opposition leader Sheikh Hasina, the present Prime Minister sent goodwill messages and accepted the existence of  the indigenous peoples in Bangladesh. 
Yet, Bangladeshi delegation consistently denied the existence of  the indigenous peoples in Bangladesh contrary to their own assertion to the Special Rapporteur, assertions by Heads of  Government and the legal mechanisms which govern their country. 
The attempt to identify  indigenous peoples on the basis of  arrival in the light of  the experiences in the Americas and Australasi is a conspiracy to block the Draft Declaration. If  one is to identify  the indigenous peoples on the basis of  their arrival, then all human beings are "indigenous" to some land on the earth and a Declaration on the Rights of  the Indigenous Peoples would be redundant. The United Nations did not commission a study on the indigenous peoples to find  out "who has come first?"  It is the whole process of  physical annihilation and cultural extinction of  certain dis-advantaged group of  peoples with some special characteristics. However, cultural extinction and physical annihilation are very sensitive issues as far  as the governments and the majority are concerned. 
During the 13 th Session of  the Working Group, in an informal  discussion I was told 



by the delegation of  Bangladesh that "the jumma peoples of  the CHTs are not indigenous to the land historically, anthropologically and iegally. 
Let me state my response once again. Historically, the Jummas are the first  peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The Bengali plainsmen were first  brought in the hill tracts in large number under a Planned Population Transfer  Policy in the late 1970s. Trade links with the Bengalis does not give the right to Bangladesh to claim over CHTs and her peoples. Before  the British colonized the CHTs, we were as independent as any princely State in the Sub-Continent. Anthropologically, we belong to Mongoloid groups and different  from  the plains people. Legally, speaking Bangladesh did not express reservations to the word "indigenous" when it ratified  the ILO Convention No 107 in 1972. This applies to similar situations in South Asia. 
Culturally, Bangladesh is a part of  mainstream culture of  the Indian Sub-Continent. Before  the arrival of  Aryans around four  thousands years ago in the Indian Sub-Continent, there were undoubtedly indigenous peoples who are known as Adivasls. The word Adivasi  rooted in Sanskrit is a conjunction of  two words "Adi"  and "Vasi". Adi  means original and Vasi  means inhabitants. Therefore,  Adivasi  means original inhabitants. 
Adivasis are widely mentioned as a distinct identity in the XIII  th Rock-Edict  of Emperor Ashoka (Shabazagarhi version), Kautilya's Arthasastra,  Alberuni's India and writings of  the modern Indian historians and text books prepared by India's National Council of  Educational Research and Training. 
The indigenous peoples demand to be treated equally at the United Nations itself. None of  the UN mechanisms define  its subjects, then why should the indigenous peoples be discriminated and defined?  The right to self  determination as expressed in the International Covenants is unqualified. 
Madam Chairperson, if  there were an "Universal Declaration on the Rights of  the Tribal Peoples", the same Government delegates would have asserted that there are no "tribals" in South Asia, tribal is a derogatory term. There are only Adivasis or authochtons. Indigeneous peoples of  Asia have not demanded identification  or defination  and in their joint statement at the 13 th Session, they emphatically demanded self-identification. 


