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Good morning Madam Chairperson and all the sisters and brothers 
present here for the Working Group meeting. 
I am Shimreichon Luithul from the Naga Peoples Movement for 
Human Rights, Naga :Tari'd. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the UN Voluntary 
Fund for enabling me to participate in this Working Group 
meeting, which happens to be my first time. 

I am going to make the following statement on behalf of 
An Initiative Towards a Coalition of Indigenous and Adivasi 
Peoples of India. 

The Initiative endorsed the consensus statement made by 
the indigenous caucus, which was read out yesterday morning. 

We also feel that, while indetifying the "indigenous 
peoples" distinction should not be made between "indigenous" 
and "tribal" as you, madam Chairperson have rightly stated in 
your working paper on the concept of "indigenous peoples". In 
the same way, the peoples of India who have been categorized as 
"schedaled tribes" in the Constitution of India should be 
recognized within the concept of indigenous peoples. 

When the term "scheduled tribes" was included in the 
Indian constitution, it was due to their being underprivileged 
and victims of both direct external colonization by the British 
and internal colonization by the internal agents of British 
colonialism. 

History tells us that local elites joined hands with the 
colonizers to recolonize the tribals in the name of "nation 
building" and "development" and thereby to deprive them of the 
right to self-determination.Tribals are pushed to extinction 
through invasion, planned population transfers, migration of 
other peoples into tribal territories. Eforts have been made by 
the dominant sections to assimilate them through imposition of 
lenguages, religion and political concepts which are alien to 
them. 
Internal colonization continues and the tribal peoples of India 
are stil struggling to reclaim and protect their ancestral 
domain. 

We therefore, urge all the concern authorities to 
recognize the "scheduled tribes"of India as the indigenous. 

Thank you madam chairperson. 


