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Respected Madame Chairperson, distinguished members and friends. 

We are exceedingly delighted to have this opportunity once again to 
express our heartfelt  gratitude ana considered views. The indigenous 
peoples all over the world are greatly indebted to the leadership of 
Madame Daes and her colleagues for  the historic foundation  laid down in 
the UN Draft  ^ M ^ ^ ^ f ^ i r ,  indigenous peoples. We are also equally 
elated to be persuaded of  your commitment to stand for  the Draft 
Resolution through to the end whatever might be the opposition. 

Allow me also to express our deep gratitude to the authorities of  the 
United Nations for  their profound  appreciation of  the genuine aspirations 
of  the indigenous peoples of  the world. The declaration of  the decade in 
honour of  the indigenous peoples to decide their future  is unprecedented 
in that the importance of  the 'equal partnership' for  peace and progress is 
recognised for  the first  time in the history. The finest  opportunity is thus 
brought for  the indigenous to determine their rightful  place wherever and 
whatever they may be. It is now the wills and the desires of  the 
indigenous ceonles that are most essential thoush governments of  the 
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present nation states may have a lot of  their say in the matter. It is* no 
longer the time for  the indigenous peoples to malts mistakes in their stand 
on. and approach to. the issue. Making noises and blaming the nation 
states from  behind will not help them any more. Indeed, it is the only 
right time to shake off  every element of  being subservient to the arbitrary 
rule of  law. For a people, when failed  to take their fate  and their history 
into their hands, they are no longer a people: they have nothing: they are 
lost. This danger awaits any people who are not prepared today to hold 
their own. A perished nation has no history any more and that should not 
be the choice of  any indigenous peoples here in the assembly. Of  course, 
we are not speaking for  the yielded or the dead but for  those who value 
the basis of  their existence and survival. It is, therefore,  crucial now for 
everyone to steadfastly  resist being imposed upon as the moment to make 
history is unfolded. 



But to count on the sensibleness of  the governments of  the nation states 
will be a miserable calculation. Because, hardly are there any 
governments which are prepared to understand the genuiness of  the 
indigenous peoples" aspirations. To mend the gap in between is still a 
tough proposition despite much talk about it. When the term, 'right to 
self-determ  ination1 is arbitrarily defined  to mean within the given nation 
states for  both the committed and the non-committed peoples, all 
feasibility  search for  solution is naturally kept ruled out. Thus the 
intransigent approach of  the governments to the issue, taking undue 
advantage of  the authority in their hands, is inconducive to the efforts  for 
practical way of  solution. Social welfare  policy as such for  t^e indigenous 
is appreciated to a measure, but it does not solve the political problem 
which is at the heart of  ihe issue. The stiff  stand taken by the 
governments for  fear  of  dismemberment of  the existing nation states is no 
longer viable either, to hold the suppressed indigenous peoples for  long. 
Besides, viability question with the indigenous peoples should "not also be 
carried so far  as t o make h stand in the way of  amicable solution. To 
show finesse,  on the pan of  The governments in dealing with the 
problems, is thus really most called-for  since the averting of 
bloodshedding is saner. 

Therefore,  in conclusion, Madame Chairperson, we would like to make 
our position clear cut with regard to the terms of  reference  of  the 'right to 
self-determination'.  It shall be applied to : 

1. The non-committed peoples to determine their 
own future  without external interference. 

2. The committed peoples to determine their status 
with the nation states they belong to. 

Seeking solution apart from  this truth is baseless. We are afraid  it will 
amount to suppression of  truth -- which is the genesis of  crisis between 
the weak and the strong, between peoples and peoples. 

Thank you so much. Madame Chairperson. 


