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Madame Chairperson, 
I would like to open with some comments on the question of  the definition 
of  indigenous peoples, but the Central Land Council also has some other 
concerns on the subject of  the Working Group's standard setting activities 
that I will briefly  mention under this agenda item. 
We strongly support the statement of  the Indigenous Peoples Caucus 
delivered by Mr. Liltlechild yesterday. We also thank you, Madame 
Chairperson, for  your contribution to understanding of  this issue in your 
Working Paper E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC. 4/1996/2 and strongly support your 
conclusion that a definition  is neither possible nor desirable. We do not 
see the need for  a definition  of  indigenous people. The Central Land 
Council made a statement last year on this subject and our views have not 
changed. We also made our view known to the inter sessional working 
group on the draft  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples at its 
first  meeting. The members of  the Working Group would be aware that 
continual demands for  a definition  of  indigenous peoples may be 
generated by some states whose only intention is to use such a definition 
to deny the human rights of  their indigenous peoples, and that this is a 
further  reason to be wary of  entering into this process. 
1 would now like to address the attention of  the Working Group to our 
further  concerns under this agenda item. Of  equal importance as the 
question of  standard setting in relation to a definition,  is that the Working 
Group should take an active role in developing standards in relation to the 
protection of  cultural and intellectual property rights of  indigenous peoples 
and also the rights of  indigenous prisoners. 
Historically, indigenous cultural and intellectual property rights have been 
expropriated and exploited by others in fields  as diverse as archaeology, 
anthropology, the biological sciences and the arts. This exploitation 
continues, and we believe it can only be redressed by the development of 
international standards which your Working Group, Madame Chairperson, 
is uniquely placcd to do well. 
In relation to the rights of  indigenous prisoners we specifically  wish to 
highlight the need to recognise indigenous customary law. The importance 
of  this was recognised in our country by the Australian Law Reform 
Commission more than a decade ago, yet its recommendations have still 



not been implemented. We believe that the human rights of  indigenous 
prisoners can best be protected by the development of  international 
standards concerning the recognition of  indigenous customary law. 
We respectfully  suggest that the Working Group should turn its attention 
to extended consideration of  these last two matters of  concern raised by 
this delegation. 

Thank you. 


