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Thank you Mr. Chair,

I will refer to the implementation of the mandate in regards to health, especially those affected in their physical
health as a consequence of mercury, lead and other substances used in illegal mining. I urge the experts to call
the attention of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health to
urgently take action with regard to indigenous people who currently have in their blood levels of mercury or
other substances that represent a serious risk for their lives, and those who are currently drinking contaminated
water  or  eating  contaminated  fish;  WHO should  accompany  states  and  indigenous  peoples  in  providing
medical attention, and investigate the levels of contamination of the water, fish and other resources.

As an example of this urgency, I bring to you the case of illegal mining activities in the Venezuelan Amazon
region,  which  has  been  denounced  by  the  Coordinadora  de  Organizaciones  Indígenas  de  la  Amazonía
Venezolana (COIAM)  because  in  the  Manapiare  Municipality,  this  activity  has  affected  indigenous
communities of the region between the Parucito, Caño Majagua, Caño Mosquito, Caño Corobita, Serranía de
Maigualida,  Caño Asita  and  Parú  rivers;  and  the  inhabitants  of  San  Juan de  Manapiare,  who have  been
denouncing  the  invasion  of  their  territories  and  illegal  mining  taking  place  there.  Indigenous  peoples
inhabiting these communities have suffered attacks against them and their properties for having denounced
this.  A  few  days  ago,  a  group  of  Yabarana  indigenous  peoples  of  the  OIYAPAM  organization,  led  by
Indigenous leader Benjamin Perez, were attacked and threatened by illegal miners; Benjamin Perez’s house
was intentionally set on fire. 

This situation is not new in the Departments of Amazonas and Bolivar. In 2012, the levels of mercury in the 
hair of 152 women and girls inhabiting five Yekuana and Sanema communities were tested, revealing that 
92% of the indigenous women examined were contaminated, presenting levels much higher than the 2 
milligrams per kilogram (mg/Kg) established by the World Health Organization (WHO) as safe; one of the 
patients showed levels that reached 45.41 mg/Kg. Based on these results, and according to WHO criteria, the 
study warns that pregnant women with mercury levels in the hair above 10 and 20 mg/Kg have increased 
chance of births with neurological disorders. 

Earlier, in 2010, studies conclude that that the indigenous communities are being contaminated with mercury 
even beyond 200 km from the spot where contamination was occurring, 

 These studies were presented before the authorities, the Public Health Mnistry, the State Directorate of the 
Environmental Ministry, the Ombudsman, Municipal authorities, the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples, and the 
Ministry of Defence, without any results to date.  

I believe this example allows us to see responsibility of different actors, useful to ensure measures are taken to
correct the situation and to avoid that this situation happens again in the future.

I  recommend the  experts  to  exhort  the  WHO to  urgently  attend  the  indigenous  peoples  affected  by this
contamination, providing access to treatment, and to conduct investigations on the contaminated water.

I recommend the experts to exhort the affected states, including Venezuela, to request and accept the visit of
the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health to make recommendations to the states about this situation

I recommend the experts to exhort the affected states, including Venezuela, to take urgent action jointly with
indigenous peoples to stop illegal mining.

 Thank you very much,
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