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Madam Chairperson, 

My delegation wishes to congratulate you on your election as the chairperson of  the 14th 

session of  WGIP. With your wealth of  experience on indigenous issues, we have no doubt that you 

wiH bring this session to a fruitful  conclusion. 

We also wish to express our thanks to the Assistant Secretary-General for  Human Rights and 

Coordinator of  the World's International Decade of  Indigenous Peoples, Professor  Ibrahima Fall for 

his lucid welcome address, where he highlighted the important events concerning indigenous peoples 

and the role of  governments. 

Furthermore, my delegation wishes to express its sincere gratitude to the 

Chairman/Rapporteur for  the comprehensive report on the "concept of  indigenous people" before  us 

today, contained in document E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1996/2 of  10 June, 1996. We agree with the report 

that it is difficult  to elaborate a universally acknowledged definition  of  indigenous peoples. We 

however feel  that an absence of  a clear-cut and a globally recognized definition  could hinder the 

recognition of  indigenous peoples. A definition  could be an important step towards the recognition 

of  indigenous peoples and their right. We agree with Mr Bengoa, as stated in your report under 

reference,  that a definition  will "well serve to make the very important distinction between indigenous 

groups and minorities. It will enable states to understand and recognize the existence of  indigenous 

peoples and their rights. Only a universally accepted definition  will enable us to understand the scope 

of  application of  the Declaration. In this regard, the working group should continue to discuss and 

exchange ideas with the intention of  coming out with a single definition,  no matter how difficult  it 

is. The WGIP should not accept defeat.  We know that this feat  would be achieved with your wealth 

of  experience. 

Permit me at this juncture, Madam Chairperson, to disagree with those who have expressed 

the opinion that we do not need a definition  of  indigenous peoples because the Declaration on 

Minorities did not define  the concept of  Minorities. This is not true. The title of  the Declaration on 

Minorities, unlike that of  the draft  Declaration on Indigenous Peoples, explicitly spells out the major 

and relevant components of  minorities, namely: ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities. This is more 



than a definition.  It has not only conceptualized the scope of  operation and application of  the 

Declaration on Minorities, but has also aided the drafters  and states to understand the rights, 

responsibilities and duties of  ethnic minorities, religious minorities and linguistic minorities. 

Madam Chairperson, 

On the issue of  definition  per se. it would appear that "self  identification"  approach seems to 

gain support from  many NGOs, indigenous groups, members of  this working group, some states and 

some relevant specialized agencies. My delegation is of  the view that the "self  identification" 

approach is self  defeating.  It is true that "it could be a disservice to the true indigenous peoples" who 

would want to be distinct from  other sub-national groups such as minorities. Thus this self 

identification  approach will only be meaningful  with a proviso. The person identifying  him/herself 

as indigenous should meet the following  criteria: 

a must belong to a culturally distinct group. Culture in the sense of  language, tradition and 

religion; 

b the group must be recognized by the state as indigenous; 

c the group should have the first  person characteristics, that is must have proven beyond 

reasonable doubt to be the first  or earliest to have settled in the territory; 

d there should be an evidence of  marginalization, non-dominance and discrimination; 

e the group should be socially cohesive. This is as a recognition of  collective rights, which is 

in tandem with the African  Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights; and 

f  there should be a geographic separateness between the group and other groups. 

I thank you, Madam Chairperson. 


