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April 17, 2018

Dear distinguished members of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

miSmin Tuuhis, kan-raakat Valentin Lopez, tumsan-ak kannis riccami makke nii.

I first offer prayers and blessings to the Onaga peoples who's land we are on today.

My name is Valentin Lopez,Chair of the Amah Mutsun Tribal Band. Our Tribe is comprised of the descendants of the
indigenous peoples taken to missions San Juan Bautista and Santa Cruz in the greater Monterey Bay area of California.

Today we call the world's attention to the proposed sand and gravel mining proposal before the Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors. This site, known to many as Sargent Ranch, but known to our people as Juristac, is located in
Gilroy, California and is on the southern border of Silicon Valley. This sand and gravel mining proposal will result in four
sacred hills being reduced to an open pit in the ground.

Jurstac is the most sacred site of the Amah Mutsun and is the home of our spiritual leader, kuksui. In addition, there
were four village site at Juristac. For thousands of years and hundreds of generations Bighead ceremonies were held at
Juristac. These ceremonies were for healing, renewal, to maintain balance in the four seasons and so much more In the
late 1700's their world was tragically interrupted by three consecutive periods of brutal colonization which included the
Spanish/Mission period, the Mexican period and the American period. During each of these periods, the colonizers
sought to destroy and dominate Amah Mutsun's humanity, environments, culture and spirituality. This period included
genocide, slavery, brutality, forced religious conversion, rape, and much more.

Without question, the destruction and domination of the Amah Mutsun never ended it just evolved to the immoral laws,
regulations and policies that exist today. These laws refuse to acknowledge the theft of our land as they allow the
continued desecration, destruction and monetization of our sacred sites and our cultural sites.

Today the Amah Mutsun do not ask for, nor do we expect, an apology. Today the Amah Mutsun calls on Santa Clara
County to deny the mining permit for Juristac. Today the Amah Mutsun calls on all governments to take steps to
dismantle the systems of oppression and domination that governments maintain and benefit from. Finally, today the
Amah Mutsun calls on the United Nations to initiate proceeding to elevate the United Nations Declaration on the Right
of Indigenous Peoples to the level of a democratic process and ultimate adopt as a Convention on the Rights of the
World's Indigenous Peoples.

suruuruy yuu tumsan-ak kannis,

HO!

Valentin Lopez, Chair
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band
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www.protectjuristac.org




