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Climate change and biodiversity 
Climate change occurs as a result of the over consumption of certain fuels, which release 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere and contribute to the shift in global weather 
patterns precipitated by human activity. The over whelming majority of climate change-
related emissions come from developed, industrialized countries, yet is it the developing 
countries which are most drastically affected. Indigenous people's lifestyles are inter-
wined with the land and indigenous peoples have lived sustainably on their territories for 
generations. Yet these same lands are those that are the first to be affected by the 
phenomenon of climate change. 

Disrupted weather patters are first is found in deserts, arid and semi-arid areas, and 
mountainous regions. The result of this disruption is the more frequent occurrence of 
extreme weather events and natural disasters, such as more frequent volcanic eruptions, 
hurricanes, floods, drought and the melting of glaciers such has those found on Mount 
Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya. Floods result in the destruction of catchments areas, as 
what has occurred in the Aberdare's. This leads to the reduction of water for the use of 
both humans and livestock. Drought reduces the scope of grazing pastures available for 
livestock, which therefore leads to a loss of income. As such, the sustainability of cultural 
livelihoods is threatened due to increased pressure on the land and resources. The 
cohesiveness of cultural groups is threatened due to the increased necessity for mobility 
among indigenous populations like the Ogiek of Kenya, Hadzabe of Tanzania and 
Bushmen of Botswana. This means groups are splintering off once they leave their 
ancestral land in search of food, water and pasture. 

Recommendations to the UNPFII 

The UNPFII should emphasis on awareness creation, as it helps indigenous people realize 
the impacts of climate change and how small lifestyle changes can help mitigate the 
damage that has already been done, and prevent further environmental degradation. As 
indigenous people's lifestyles are incredibility low-impact when it comes to the 
environment, indigenous peoples should be considered as partners' sustainable 
development and in the mitigation of issues of climate change. It should be 
acknowledged that indigenous peoples have valuable traditional knowledge to add to the 
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climate change debate, and their sustainable ways of life should be taken as a positive 
example of environment management. 

On all levels, there is a dire need to put into place environmental policies, laws and 
standards of compliance which will be strictly enforced. An example of this was 
Rwanda's solution to the pollution of the environment by plastic bags. Rwandan's saw 
that plastic bags were everywhere that they were taking up room in landfills, being eaten 
by animals clogging up rivers and spoiling the landscape. As a result, the Rwandan 
government completely banned the use of plastic bags. Other such policies, particularly 
in relation to emissions standards and climate change reduction, should be developed and 
implemented globally. 

Carbon trading programs are another suggestion for the mitigation of climate change, but 
this is one method of climate change mitigation that must be examined very carefully 
before being agreed upon parties. The idea behind carbon trading programs is that 
companies or agencies from developed countries will pay developing countries in order 
to plant forests on their land. These indigenous forests are meant to act as 'carbon sinks' 
- that is areas which absorb carbon emissions. The companies from developed countries 
would then receive carbon credits, which absorb carbon emissions. The companies from 
developed countries would then receive carbon credits, which would allow them a certain 
amount of emissions. The problem is that these carbon sink forests have caused problems 
in some regions, including Uganda, due to poor implementation and the exclusion of 
indigenous and local communities in the project. One of the negative impacts that carbon 
trading programs have had include the cutting down of indigenous trees inn order to plant 
mono - cultural foreign species. Before engaging themselves .in any such activity, 
communities must be fully involved and aware of the potential impact that such a [project 
may have on the environment and one their cultural well-being. 

An environmental impact assessment should be done in all areas inhabited by indigenous 
people to examine the possible effects of mono-culture plantations and chemicals and 
consider questions such as food security and local involvement. 
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