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Indigenous Peoples and their right Co development, including the right to participate in 
development affecting litem 

Item 4: Review of developments pertaining to the promotion and protection of human tights and 
fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples: Indigenous peoples and their right to development, 
including their right to participate in development affecting them 

1. Mr. Chairperson, distinguished delegates, and representatives of Indigenous Peoples' 
Organizations (IPOs) and their communities. 

2. The United Nations Development Programme is once again honored to be taking part in this 
year's Working Group on Indigenous Populations. This year's theme Indigenous Peoples and 
their right to development, including the right to participate in development affecting them is of 
particular interest to UNDP, the development arm of the UN system. As you may know UNDP's 
current mandate is to meet the Millennium Summit's development targets -that of halving 
poverty by 2015, through catalytic advocacy, development advice, strategic partnerships and 
grant support in the following areas: 

• Democratic Governance; 
• Poverty Reduction Strategies; 
• Crisis Prevention and Recovery; 
• Environment and Sustainable Energy; 
• HIV/AIDS: and 
• Information and Communication Technology. 

3. Improving partnerships has been identified as a key element of furthering UNDP's mandate for 
the future. As stated by UNDP's Administrator, partnership among development actors is a 
precondition for development effectiveness. Therefore, it is in this context that UNDP has been 
pursuing its partnerships with multiple groups. 

4. UNDP views indigenous peoples and their organizations as a distinct group within civil society 
deserving special attention. Reinforcing this attention has been the detrimental effect of 
globalization on vulnerable groups and the continued denial of indigenous peoples" human rights, 
particularly the right to development. Globalization and the violation of human rights have 
brought indigenous peoples to the forefront of the development debate in recent years. 

5. Consequently, within UNDP's priority areas of work, there is particular awareness of 
indigenous peoples not because they tend to be more marginalized than other groups and often 
times left out nf the development process, but because they have a critical role to play in 
maintaining, enhancing and promoting sustainable models of development. Partnering with 
indigenous peoples is key to preventing and resoh ing conflict, enhancing democratic governance, 
reducing poverty and sustamably managing the environment. Furthermore, a stronger 
partnership with indigenous peoples can be J basis for promoting alternative perspectives to 
conventional development thinking. 



6. [t for this reason that in the last two years UNDP has been engaged in a process of mobilizing 
its collective energies to understand, promote, protect indigenous peoples' development 
perspectives and to advocate and support a process that fosters the full respect for the rmhts. 
knowledge, systems, practices and cultures of indigenous peoples. 

7. UNDP has undertaken a number of activities: 

• internal and external stock taking exercises: 
• consultations, with IPOs: 
• documentation of lessons learned: 
• ensuring indigenous people's participation at key global events; 
• strengthening indigenous peoples' networks; 
• case studies documenting the role of indigenous peoples" organizations and movements in 

conflict prevention and resolution. 

8. Most importantly and as articulated by the IPOs we consulted, if LTNDP is truly the voice of the 
poor and agent for peace, it needs to articulate a policy that specifically addresses indigenous 
peoples- their concerns, needs, and aspirations. UNDP is focusing on indigenous peoples not only 
because they are usually poor 1, and at considerable risk of becoming poorer, but because they 
tend to be subject to an historical and continuing exclusion from national political and economic 
development. Indigenous peoples have historically failed to benefit from national development 
schemes, including many projects supported by international programmes and agencies. 

9. UNDP is currently designing a policy on its engagement with indigenous peoples framed in a 
human rights approach to be launched during the World Conference Against Racism. 
Discrimination and Related Intolerance in South Africa. The creation and endorsement of such a 
policy harnesses UNDP in its role as negotiator, and catalyst for change in regards to advocating 
on behalf of indigenous peoples, in addition to providing the necessary tool for effective 
engagement. It is also harmonizes the activities at Headquarters with those in the field. Because 
UNDP can be held accountable for its actions, the endorsement of this policy document is the 
first step towards building a partnership based on trust. 

10. The overall objective of UNDP's engagement with indigenous peoples is I) to ensure that 
indigenous perspectives and concepts of development are integrated into future UNDP policies, 
programmes and projects that may affect them: 2) to make indigenous peoples' concerns a cross-
cutting issue within UNDP's thematic areas of work: and 3) to support indigenous peoples' 
initiatives, networking and capacity so that their perspectives are brought to bear in key human 
development processes and outcomes. To do so. building partnerships with indigenous peoples' 
organizations is key. 

11. In consultation with representatives from {POs and in sync with UNDP's specialized 
expertise. L'N'DP has identified five thematic priority areas for support to indigenous peoples: 

• Democratic Governance: 
• Poverty Reduction Strategies: 
• Crisis Prevention and Recovery: 
• Environment and Sustainable Energy: 

Although indigenous peoples Lire categorized as poor by economic standards, in many oases they Jo not wish 10 be 
described as poor as ihey consider themselves rich in knowledge and culture. 



• Support and development of cultural revitalizatton. 

12. Of most importance to this year's Working Group is UNDP's support to indigenous peoples' 
participauon and representation at all levels in decision-making processes, especially those that 
may affect their human, developmental and environmental rights. Furthermore, by recognizing 
and incorporating the 'right to development' in its work, UNDP will foster the full participation 
of indigenous peoples in its development processes; and the incorporation of indigenous 
perspectives in development planning and decision-making. 

13. In addition, UNDP recognizes and supports the establishment of the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues. As the Forum will provide expert advice and recommendations to ECOSOC 
as well as to UN programmes, funds and agencies, a clear position on UNDP's engagement with 
indigenous peoples will allow both headquarters and the programme country offices to respond 
cohesively to the recommendations of the Forum within their capabilities. 

14. [n conclusion, it is therefore an honor and privilege for UNDP to be part of the deliberations 
of this important Working Group. We look forward to continuing our dialogue with the peoples 
and agencies win this room and beyond. Our intention is to learn and explore hoe we can best 
mobilize our collective actions for promoting the valuable work of indigenous peoples. 


