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UN Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues, Sixth Session, May 14 - 25 2007 
Agenda Item 4 (f) Human Rights 
Joint Statement on Human Rights by The Union of British Columbia Chiefs, International 
Indian Treaty Council, International Organization of Indigenous Resource Development, 
Indigenous World Association, Sami Council, American Indian Law Alliance, Confederacy 
of Treaty 6 First Nations, CEPRODI Guatemala, Na Koa Ikaika Kalahui Hawaii, 
Ilioulaokalani Coalition, Mainyito Pastoralist Integrated Development Organization, 
Indigenous Information Network, Pastoralist Hunters and Gatherers Minority Network, 
Douglas Treaty Tribes, Aoeteroa Indigenous Rights Trust, Asociacion Napguana, Centro de 
Asistencia Legal Popular de Panama, Buffalo River Dene Nation, First Nations Summit, 
Centro de Estudias Integrados para el Desarollo Conmunal and Fundacion Cholsamaj. 

Presented by Chief Edward John 

Thank you Madame Chair. The Indigenous Peoples' Global Caucus at the Sixth Session of the UN 
Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues underscore that the rights affirmed in Treaties, 
Agreements and Constructive Arrangements between States and Indigenous Peoples are cross-
cutting and impact all six areas of the mandate of the Permanent Forum, including the area of 
human rights. 

The most critical violations of Indigenous Peoples human rights are in many cases directly tied to 
and a result of treaty violations. These include the right to land, territories and natural resources; 
cultural rights, freedom of religion and practice; right to free prior informed consent, right to 
health, right to education, right to subsistence, right to development and right to self-determination 
among others. 

Therefore upholding the rights affirmed in Treaties, Agreements and Constructive Arrangements 
between Indigenous Peoples and States, as well as those among Indigenous Peoples themselves is 
a fundamental aspect of defending human rights. In this regard, it is of vital importance to create 
and strengthen bilateral, multilateral as well as international mechanisms to defend treaty rights 
and resolve treaty violations. As we have affirmed on many occasions, "Treaties are a solution." 

Therefore, the Indigenous Global caucus calls upon the UNPFII at its 6 session, as a component 
of its final report addressing human rights, to: 

(1) Endorse the conclusions and recommendations of the 1st UN Expert Seminar on Treaties, 
Agreements and other Constructive Arrangements between States and Indigenous Peoples, held in 
Geneva, 15-17 December 2003 

(2) Endorse the conclusions and recommendations of the 2n UN Expert Seminar on Treaties, 
Agreements and Constructive Arrangements hosted by the Maskwacis Cree First Nations in Treaty 
6 Territory, Alberta, Canada, 14-17 November 2006. 

(3) Endorse the River Cree Declaration from the International indigenous Nations Treaty Summit held 
at Enoch Cree First Nation, Treaty 6 Territory November 1 2 - 1 3 , 2007. 



(4) Call upon States and Indigenous Treaty partners to work together to establish mechanisms and 
jurisdictions to resolve Treaty violations and disputes with full and equal participation and 
decision making by the treaty partners at all stages, and to report on the implementation and 
outcomes of these new models at the next and all future sessions of the UNPFII. 

(5) Formally submit the recommendations from the two UN seminars, in its capacity as a United 
Nations body under the Economic and Social Council, to The Hague, utilizing the appropriate 
protocols and requesting an advisory opinion from the World Court. > H 

We also call on the United Nations General Assembly to adopt the UN Declaration for the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples without delay and without changes in the text as adopted by the UN Human 
Rights Council. With regards to the issues raised in this caucus statement, we underscore in 
particular the critical importance of article 37 which affirms that "Indigenous peoples have the 
right to the recognition, observance and enforcement of Treaties, Agreements and Other 
Constructive Arrangements concluded with States or their successors and to have States honour 
and respect such Treaties, Agreements and other Constructive Arrangements. " 

Finally, we acknowledge, with appreciation, and request that the UNPFII6 express its full support, 
for the final recommendations of the UN Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
in its Concluding Observations on Canada's 17th and 18* Periodic Reports to the CERD in 
February of this year. We emphasize the importance of the paragraphs pertaining specifically to 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (paragraph 27) and to territories, lands 
and natural resources, specifically regarding Canada's extinguishment approach to land claims. 
The CERD also affirmed Canada's responsibility to take appropriate legislative and administrative 
measures to protect Indigenous Peoples in and outside Canada from human rights violations 
committed by Canadian transnational corporations. The CERD noted that in paragraph 22 that in 
Canada, Indigenous Peoples' rights to their lands, territories and resources "are being settled 
primarily through litigation, at a disproportionate cost for the Aboriginal communities concerned 
due to the strongly adversarial positions taken by the federal and provincial government". We 
stress that not only in Canada but in many other states, these "strongly adversarial positions" 
extend to total denial of the rights and even the very existence of Indigenous Peoples 

We also request that the UNPFII6 support the CERD's observations on New Zealand in relation to 
its violations of the Treaty of Waitangi with the Maori through the adoption of the Foreshore and 
Seabed Act, as well as the CERD's observations and urgent action decision regarding the United 
States' violation of Western Shoshone Nation land and resource rights without due process in 
violation of the Treaty Of Ruby Valley. 

These recommendations are vital to upholding Indigenous Peoples human rights in these states and 
around the work. They apply to all state parties to the Convention and should be considered by all 
states in that light. We urge that UNPFII6 request reports by all states on their implementation of 
recommendations by the CERD and other Treaty bodies, beginning at the next session of the 
Permanent Forum. 

Thank You, Awetzah. 


