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Thank you Madam Daes! ^ 
We are concerned at the stow process of  adopting the draft  declaration of  indigenous peoples 
rights. As we have reported in the review of  developments, national legislation is bong developed 
that undermines indigenous rights. We are concerned that by the time that the draft  declaration is S; 
adopted, there would be very little space for  indigenous peoples to use it at the national level as ^ 
legislation is already in place that takes away our rights. ^ 
Secondly, there are discussions going on about setting up codes of  conduct for  trans-national 
corporations to use in regards their activities in our territories. Madam Chair, while this can be 
viewed as a positive development in the sense that TNC's are acknowledging our presence, it is 
also a cause for  grave concern. It has been our experience that such processes serve not the 
indigenous peoples but rather the corporate interests and such codes of  conducts save to present 
a positive image for  companies, thus dilute the reality that these companies are actually violating 
indigenous peoples rights. Of  course this arises from  the feet  that these codes of  ethics are 
developed by TNC's without the participation of  indigenous peoples. 
It has also been our experience that very good codes of  ethics are easily violated because 
companies use their vast resources to reverse the results of  consultations or no consultations at all 
are conducted. They are also capable of  manipulating reports on the environmental impact 
assessments of  their projects. This has been the source of  divisions within communities. In feet, 
these codes of  conducts have been used as licenses by TNC's to intrude into indigenous territories 
on the pretext that these companies are following  a code of  ethics. 
We would like to propose that any standard setting activity on indigenous peoples should take into 
account the feet  that indigenous peoples rights are being violated and it is this that has to be 
addressed rather than the corporate image of  companies. Thus, it should start from  an 
acknowledgement of  the right indigenous peoples to say NO to any project in their territories. In 
effect,  what we are saying is that any code of  conduct should start from  the right of  self-
determination as well as the recognition of  the land rights of  indigenous peoples. 
Finally, Madam Chair, all these discussions about the development of  standards should start from 
the principle of  upholding and expanding the rights of  all peoples rather than diminishing the 
rights of  others. 
Thank you. 
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