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Thank-you, Mme/Mr Chairperson 

This is the report of  the workshop on Tourism and Indigenous Peoples held here on the 28 th 
July. 

More than 100 people attended the workshop . The major presentations were on how tourism 
has been experienced by the San of  Namibia, Botswana and South Africa;  by the Kuna of 
Panama; and by the indigenous peoples of  the Cordillera, Philippines. 

Contributions were also made on the tourism experience of  the Masai in Kenya, the 
indigenous people of  Norfolk  Island in the South Pacific,  the indigenous peoples of  Ecuador, 
as well as on the threat which tourism represents for  marine resources in Russia. 

The resource people presented papers on the global tourism industry and the international 
human rights instalments which can be used by indigenous peoples struggling against tourism. 

These formal  presentations were followed  by discussion from  the floor.  Written papers on 
tourism and indigenous peoples were given to the workshop organisers by a number of 
participants. 

Principal themes raised at the workshop 

Tourism is a major concern for  indigenous peoples, raising the issues of  control, regulation, 
direct participation of  indigenous peoples in tourism in their territories, access to land and. 
other resources, and its impact on indigenous peoples' culture and way of  life. 

The sharing of  experiences ranged from  the positive or successful  indigenous peoples' 
regulation and control of  tourism for  their own benefit,  to the negative impact of  tourism, the 
assault tourism can make on the dignity and self  respect of  indigenous peoples, and its 
disruption of  their socio-cultural life. 
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Questions addressed at the workshop 

How to educate tourists; Can tourism promote the skills of  indigenous peoples on a 
professional  level? What should governments/the tourism industry do to empower local 
communities to develop a socially, culturally, economically and ecologically sustainable 
tourism? How can indigenous peoples exercise effective  control over the huge power of  the 
tour agencies? 

Recommendations: 

* Inclusion of  this report in the official  Report of  the WGIP 

* The question of  "Tourism and Indigenous Peoples" to be included in the agenda of  the next 
session of  the WGIP 

* The following  paragraphs to be included in the draft  resolution on "Tourism and human 
rights" to be discussed at the Sub-Commission. 

"(The Sub-Commission....) 

Considers that indigenous peoples are particularly vulnerable to resource alienation associated 
with tourism development, and requests the Secretary-General, in his report, to pay special 
attention to this question; 

Requests the Secretary-General, in his report, to give special attention to the issue of 
community participation, in particular as regards indigenous peoples, at all levels of  the 
process of  tourism development;" 

* The UN should be asked to organize an international Conference  on Tourism and 
Indigenous Peoples. 

* The World Tourism Organisation should be asked to include the issues of  indigenous 
peoples in their Global Code of  Ethics of  tourism 

* The question of  Indigenous Peoples and Tourism should be included in the policy draft  of 
the European Union 

Thank-you, 

Mme/Mr Chairperson 


