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The Global Indigenous Youth Caucus 

 

Agenda item 10: Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 

peoples and the Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

 

Thank you Madame Chair. I am speaking on behalf of the Global Indigenous Youth 

Caucus. 

 

Madame Special Rapporteur, 

 

The Global Indigenous Youth Caucus would like to propose the following themes to 

be included in your work for the upcoming year. 

 

The GIYC recognizes that the year of 2019 will be the year of indigenous languages. 

UNDRIP Article 14, as well as article 27 in the ILO Convention 169, clearly state that 

indigenous peoples have the right to establish their own educational systems and 

have the right to support in doing so.  

However, the youth caucus would like to address our concerns of the existing 

indoctrination of indigenous youth into colonized state systems, that happens 

through the educational systems. 

 

ILO Convention 169 article 27 ensures no discrimination to acquire education, and 

right to develop education in our special needs.  

However article 28 limitates this because the article says “...wherever practicable...” 

and it is not indigenous peoples themselves who decides whether it is practicable or 

not. This is a problem especially with indigenous languages that have a minority 

status within the minority itself. 

 

Education systems, as we all know, are usually not built by indigenous peoples and 

they are not made for indigenous peoples. Curriculums do not regard indigenous 

knowledge as relevant or, indeed, valuable, which highly affects the indigenous 

identity of our youth, and later on reflects on how we as adults and parents pass on 

our indigenous heritage to future generations. Many of us have parents who did not 

have the chance to learn their own language. Many, if not all of us go to schools 

where our cultures are not included, neither are they seen as much more than an 

ethnic curiosity. 

 

The indigenous youth of today has made giant leaps to secure, safeguard and love 

ourselves and our culture and our heritage, and we deserve better than being put 

through colonized school systems. 

 

Madame special rapporteur, 



The Indigenous Youth Caucus proposes that your agenda of work would include: 

 

Indigenous youth needs to be empowered by giving them the tools to cement their 

indigenous identity, culture and heritage. 

In addition, this culturally relevant education should not only be for Indigenous 

Peoples, but must be an integral part of formal education plans, which should 

incorporate content generated from indigenous peoples' own culture. 

 

Interculturality should be an integral and transversal policy of States, particularly in 

education for indigenous and non-indigenous peoples.  

Through training on interculturality, stereotypes and misconceptions about 

Indigenous Peoples can be overcome. In the same way, it allows the creation of 

citizens who are tolerant and open to different cultures.  

 

As we know, cultural genocide is not defined and not mentioned in the declaration on 

the rights of indigenous peoples or ILO convention 169 and the youth caucus hope 

madame special rapporteur could recognize language genocide of indigenous 

peoples and identifying cultural genocide should be a work for the 21st century 

before further damage is done. 

 

Reiterating the recommendations from the Fifteenth Session of the Permanent 

Forum, paragraph 9, the GIYC call upon the Member States to develop evidence-

based policies and legislation to promote and protect Indigenous languages that 

includes statistics of language revitalization which should inform educational 

curriculum. 

 

Recalling the Recommendation of the Third Session of the Permanent Forum, 

paragraph 19, which calls for the adoption and full implementation of comprehensive 

national Indigenous education policies. We recommend the Permanent Forum adjure 

the Member States to re-evaluate their response to include the implementation of 

indigenous language, indigenous ways of knowing, and equitable funding models for 

Federally funded educational institutions.  

 

 

Thank you, Madame Chair. 

We, the Global Indigenous Youth Caucus stand in solidarity with the Special 

Rapporteur.  

 


