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2 To the Honorable Chairperson, Madame Daes and members of  the working group^nd to all the 
delegates, warmest solidarity greeting from  the Cordillera Peoples Alliance. 
With this years Working Group Theme'Tndigenous Peoples: Education and language" I would like to 
inform  you of  the deplorable stale of  education among Cordillera indigenous peoples. As of  the 
goverment's census in 1995, there are 190,234 illeterates, and 330,524 who can barely read and write. Of 
the total population in the region, 84.84% is at a basic literacy level and 73.66% at functional  literacy 
level. Likewise, the Philippine Educational system discriminates on the indigenous peoples culture and 
socio-political systems, including the use and development of  the various local languages of  indigenous 
peoples. This situation is a major obstacle in the overall development of  the Cordillera indigenous 
peoples. 
Since last year, there were major developments in the Philippines, related to indigenous peoples. One is 
the passage of  the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act ( IPRA). This law has merely consolidated existing 
policies of  outright denial of  the indigenous peoples own concept of  ancestral land ownership, 
management and development. Its objective is to facilitate  the privatization of  ancestral lands. It has 
likewise created a superbody appointed by the president as its central instrument for  its agenda of  divide 
and rule. Thus, we have no choice but to reject this deceptive and oppresive law. To recognize this law 
is tantamount to surrendering our inherent rights and distinct ways of  life  to the legal system that has 
created historical injustices to us since the colonial period. 
Another major development was the rejection of  the law for  Creation of  the Cordillera Autonomus 
Region in a referendum  held March 1998 by 78.1 % of  the total voting population. This law does not 
provide for  the substance of  self  determination of  the Coidillera peoples as the basis for  regional 
autonomy. Inspite of  the overwhelming rejection of  this bogus autonomy, the government is again 
planning to come out with another version. Given our experience of  government's tack of  sincerity and 
its inherently anti-indigenous peoples orientation, we cannot expect a genuine recognition of  our right to 
self  determination. 

Cordillera  Piopies Alliance 
P.O. Sox 975 
2600 Bagaio City 
Philippines 

POSTAL ADDRESS: OFFICE ADDRESS: 
139 M.  Roxas Strut,  TrancovilU Baguio City,  2600 Philippine 
Tel.  No.  (063)  (74)  442-7008 
Tel/Fax:  (063)  (74)  443-7159 

'  if  f> 



The continuing implementat ion of government programs such as community 
forestry, mining -:-~loraticn and energy projects are enforced with the aid of 
militarisation through various forms of repression and coercion. These have 
the effect of undermining and subverting indigenous socio-political systems, 
like the strong communal and social values associated with the management and 
nurture of the land and resources for the common sood, instead of individual 
benefit or profit. 

In response to these developments concerning indigenous peoples, the 
Cordillera Peoples Alliance, with the support of the Minority Rights Group( 
MRG) hosted a 5-dav National Workshop on the Impact of Development Programs 
to Indigenous Peoples that was held this July. The Workshop came out with a 
Declaration of Unity 3tatins the indigenous peoples rejection of the 
government's development agenda a3 this will lead to ethnocide. Further, it 
deplored the deceptive and oppresive programs of the government such as the 
Indigenous Peoples Rights Act. the National Integrated protected Area Sv3tem. 
the Industrial Forestry Management Agreement and the Philippine Mining Act of 
1995. These laws, programs and policies are in violation of indigenous peoples 
rights. A dialogue with government officals was held but there was no 
substantial commitment made in response to the issues and demanda presented bv 
the indigenous peoples. This only ahow3 the luck of understanding and genuine 
concern of the government t to the plight of indigenous peoples. 

Further, the workshop participants resolved to 3trenethen their own 
organisations and solidarity ties in order to wage a stronger and militant 
opposition to government's impositions. After all, it is with the growing 
strength of the Indigenous peoples and with the broadest support from other 
groups and sectors at the national and international levels can we hope for 
the genuine recognition of indigenous peoples and genuine development. 

Madame Daes and members of the working group, your continuing concern and 
3 U P P o r t to the recognition of indigenous peoples rights inspires us to 
continue with our struggle. More power to vou. 


