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United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
(the 6th session) 14-25 May, 2007, UN Headquarter, New York 

Intervention delivered by: Raphael Thangmawia 

The joint Statement of Zo Indigenous People of North-East India, Northern 
Chin Hills Myanmar and Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh: 
1. Zo-reunification organization(ZORO) 
2. Society of Zoram vengtu (guardian) 
3. Zomi National Council 4. Zo-mi Inkuan 
5. Bawm Social Council- Bangladesh (BSC-B) 
6.Bawm-Zo Indigenous Peoples' Oranization (BIPO) 

Item: 4 (g) 

Thank you, Madam Chair, 

For giving us the floor, and thank you to all the participants in this august Forum for your 
patient hearing of the plea of the Zo indigenous people who are now living in divided 
countries. 

As all know, the Zo peoples are the Tebeto Burman, Tribal of Mongolic origin. Our 
inhabitation was located in the Indo-Burma-Bangladesh bordering regions covering hills 
valleys. 

The British invaded the Zo inhabitation starting from Chittagong in 1761, following the 
subsequent Anglo-Burmis war 1824, 1852 and 1875. Thereafter, to subjugate and 
administer, massive invasion had been launched in 1871 concluded in 1890. 

The invading Force attacked the Zo territory (which the British called Chin, Lushai, Kuki 
country) from different corners, Assam, Bengal and Burma. Each invading Force came 
from different directions, under the command of Generals, snatched away a portion of the 
Zo territory and added to their respective Provinces where they come from. Thus the Zo 
country divided into three segments. Hence the Zo indigenous people are minorities in 
each of the Provinces where they are acceded to. 

The British themselves, seeing the wrongs that had been done to the Zo people tried to 
put the Zo people and her territory together again as resolved in their historic Chin-
Lushai conference held at Fort William Culcutta on 29 January 1892; but subject to the 
construction of proper link-road for their admistrative convenience. However 
unfortunately before the implementation of the Chin Lushai Conference resolution (1892) 
second World War broke out. After the war Assam (India), Bengal (East Pakistan) and 
Burma attained independent and the tripartite division of Zo country remain unrectified. 



This Zo territory was identified as "Tribal Area" as defined by the Government of India 
Act, 1935. In which it stated as, "Tribal Areas means the Frontier Tracts of India along 
the border or in Baluchistan, but which are not part of British India or of Burma or of any 
Indian states or of any Foreign State" Sec. 311(1). 

On the basis of this Act, Excluded Areas and Partially Excluded Areas Order were 
promulgated in the court of Buckingham Palace, London by His Majesty King George VI 
on 3rd March 1936. 

When India, Burma and Pakistan got Independent, the Zo people have to acquired alien 
nationalities in each of the respective countries where we are acceded to. Thus, the 
territorial divisions of the Zo habitation remained as it were, as during colonial period. 

Thus respected Madam Chair, Zo indigenous people inhabiting in the trijunction of Indo-
Burma-Bangladesh bordering regions are still outreach people. In order to reach the out 
reach Zo people we suggest the following: 

1. This august Forum of UN-PFII should impress upon the UN General Assembly to 
adopt "The Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples" in the coming 
General Assembly without further delay 

2. International body should look into the problems of Indigenous Peoples, 
supporting them in any urgent forms in order that they may retain and developed 
their cultural identity and customary law practices. 

3. Implementation of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) should be enhanced 
without let or in hindarance by the newly created Provincial Borders during 
Colonial Administrations, but now becoming International Borders. 

4. Social development should be promoted through cultural and social contacts and 
should be encourage through education and customary law practices so that the 
Indigenous Peoples may see the light of the world, including Zo people, in the 
coming decades. 

5. Basic infrastructure facilities built up should be conducted in the territories of 
Indigenous peoples so that MDGs could also be implemented in their territories. 

Thus Madam Chair we would like to conclude that without infrastructures built up 
within the Zo indigenous people's habitation, we will remain outreach and the 
implementation of MDGs should be enhanced to uplift the indigenous peoples as a 
whole and also the Zo indigenous people to be directly benefited in any Projects 
executed within their territory. 

Thank you Madam Chair. 


