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The right to education and language is no doubt an important right of  indigenous 
peoples. I cannot agree more with the opening statement made by you Madame 
Chairperson about the special significance  of  education and language and culture 
in affirming  the identity of  indigenous peoples. 

Article #15 in the draft  declaration specifically  refers  to the right of  indigenous 
children to education. However, as most indigenous peoples know the rate of 
illiteracy is very high among us not only among children but even among the 
general population especially the women. Therefore,  it is an imperative that 
institutions addressing this concern should take this situation seriously and 
consider appropriate and relevant programs not only for  children but for  adults, 
particularly women, as well. 

The debate which took place during the Commission Working Group session last 
year dwelt extensively on how this right can be promoted. Many governments 
expressed their concern that the implementation of  the right to education among 
indigenous peoples is difficult  because of  the financial  implications. Thus, they 
are proposing some changes in Article 15 which can give them the safeguards 
they would need in cases where resources are inadequate. 

The never-ending problem of  lack of  finances  can always be used as a convenient 
excuse not to correct an injustice or promote and protect rights of  indigenous 
peoples. It only takes political will on the part of  governments to allocate budgets 
for  education for  indigenous peoples. As we have seen, if  a particular politician in 
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power has a pet project he/she can move heaven and earth to get money for  this, 
even if  it means that they will get loans with onerous conditions from  private 
banks or the World Bank . 

In fact,  the trend nowadays is that governments are relinquishing their 
responsibility to promote the right of  education by pushing for  the privatization of 
education. This privatization move has serious implications on the promotion of 
the right to education and language of  indigenous peoples. We have seen how 
education now is more and more reserved for  the elite in society who have the 
resources to pay the most expensive and high-standard universities. Most 
indigenous peoples simply don't have those kind of  resources to go to higher 
education. 

Scholarship programs specifically  for  indigenous peoples are becoming rare The 
few  existing are even made use of  by scrupulous politicians for  patronage. This is 
what is happening in the Philippines. In the past there are scholarship programs 
which indigenous peoples can avail of  if  they pass through a screening process. 
Today, these programs were appropriated by the politicians and they have the 
prerogative to choose who can avail of  this to strengthen their political base. The 
Department of  Education is disenfranchised  of  its role to do the screening so that 
deserving students can avail of  this. 

For countries who are heavily indebted to the World Bank and private banks, their 
education thrusts are heavily influenced  by these entities. In the Philippines the 
World Bank is even involved in designing the curriculum for  secondary education 
and higher education. Thus, social sciences are heavily undermined in favour  of 
technical and vocational education to produce graduates who will work in the 
assembly plants of  transnational corporations. The capacity for  critical thinking 
among the graduates is compromised because what is needed by the economy are 
people who can work like machines. 

Unfortunately,  the situation in many countries is like this. With the overwhelming 
influence  of  the private sector over policies and programs of  government it 
becomes more difficult  for  governments to promote indigenous peoples' right to 
education and language. It is doubly difficult  for  us, indigenous peoples, to assert 
that education institutions and programs should be created which are relevant and 
appropriate. 

In conclusion , therefore,  Madame Chairperson, I would like to propose that 

1) the privatisation of  education should be studied further  to see how this has 
affected  indigenous peoples and the promotion and protection of  their right to 
education and language. 

2) that the World Bank should review the way it is influencing  the education 
programs of  debtor governments so that these will not further  undermine the 



rights of  indigenous peoples to education and language and instead encourage the 
development of  relevant and appropriate education for  indigenous peoples. This 
would include the respect for  and integration of  indigenous learning systems and 
methods in the education programs and the rectification  of  discriminatory 
elements found  within education materials. 

3. Finally, we appeal to governments not to use the lack of  financial  resources as 
a reason not to protect and promote the rights of  indigenous peoples to education 
and language. They should not give away their responsibility to promote this right 
to the private sector and institutions which are mainly pushed by their drive for 
profit. 

Indigenous peoples are the treasures of  the world for  cultural and linguistic 
diversity and it is going to be a sad indictment for  humanity if  this diversity 
disappears simply because governments and the international community 
did not do what is expected from  them. 

I thank you Madame Daes for  this opportunity and for  your tireless efforts  in 
promoting our rights, aspirations, and values within the international community. 


