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Monsieur Chairman: 

The Canadian Friends Service Committee through its Aboriginal Affairs 
Committee has monitored the Working Group for seven years. Quakers 
have been involved in support of peace and justice for and with Indigenous 
Peoples from the time William Penn founded the colony of Penns>Kania. 
St is with the utmost respect that we address the members of the Working 
Group and the Indigenous Peoples' Delegates today. 

As Quakers in Canada, we are mainly of white Settler stock. We are 
exquisitely aware of our continuing advantages and of the injustices 
that have been perpetrated upon the First Peoples of North America. 
Our governments continue to respond to business interests before that 
of environment, education, health, and living conditions 

We understand the right to development to be inexorably linked to the right 
of self determination. Indigenous Peoples, as peoples, are guaranteed the 
right to self-determination under the International Bill of Rights. 

Self-determination has been understood to include control over traditional 
lands and resources. While we applaud Canada for officially supporting 
the right to self determination, we are concerned that developments in 
Canada undermine this right. 

We participated in and supported the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples in 1996. We have looked forward to implementation of its 
recommendations. We are aware that the Human Rights Cjammtssrrjh (L^mm i rronq. 
has questioned Canada on its lack of implementation of RC AP. 
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Indeed, we see the unilateral imposition of legislation affecting the 
administration of Indigenous peoples in the country (Bill C-61 I and 
affecting the means at their disposal to resolve claims against the state 
(Bill C-60). We believe that these bills are retrogressive and that 
neither is defensible against either Canada's RCAP or the Draft Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Attempts to de-limit self-determination through imposition of such 
legislation, along with manipulations of democratic process in order to 
further colonialist agendas, such as the recent Referendum on Treaty 
Negotiating Principles which was mounted by the Government of British 
Columbia, indicate to us that the substantive changes for which Indigenous 
Peoples have been working in this and other fora continue to be blocked by 
institutional, official and corporate denial. 

We ask that the Working Group or the Special Rapporteur Rodolfo 
Stavenhagen investigate and report back on these developments. 

Self-determination and the right to development are crippled by the failure 
of governments to respect Nation to Nation relationships. 

Members of Che Religious Society of Friends strive to express the workings 
of the Holy Spirit in their lives, in part through the nurturing of peaceful 
relations between peoples. We believe that peace cannot be achieved 
without justice. 

Therefore, we make the following recommendations: 

1. That states develop educational programming to foster understanding 
of the right to self-determination, including control over iands and 
resources, for Indigenous Peoples. Realization of their right to 
development depends on this. 



C I S C V.di\' i 5 r 

2. That all states' governments and relevant international agencies should 
strive to implement interim measures to protect Indigenous Peoples' lands 
and resources from .exploitation while treaties and land entitlement 
agreements are being negotiated or re-confirmed. 

3. That all states work together to complete deliberations on the 
Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in order that it may 
go forward to ECOSOC by the end of the Indigenous Peoples' Decade. We 
note that the forthcoming intercessional meetings on the right to 
seif-determination are of special importance. 

4. That states' governments give full support to enable ECOSOC to 
properly support the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, including 
the implementation of a Permanent Secretariat. 

As Canadian Quakers, we call for international recognition of the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples for self-determination and sovereignty over lands and 
resources. This I speak for my ancestors and all of our relations. 

Thank you. 


