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Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished representatives of indigenous peoples, dear members of the 
Permanent Forum, dear colleagues and friends, 

It is my honor to address the Permanent Forum at this historic session of the Forum after the adoption 
of the Declaration on Indigenous peoples rights. 

Climate change is high on every agency's and many governments agendas. UNEP adopted at its last 
Special Session of the Governing Council held in February this year a Medium Term Strategy for the 
years 2010-2013 and identified climate change as one of six thematic priorities for the focus of its 
efforts. The other thematic priorities are: disasters and conflict, ecosystem management, 
environmental governance, harmful substances and hazardous waste as well as resource efficiency-
sustainable consumption and production. All these themes are also of utmost importance to indigenous 
peoples. 

UNEP has more than twenty years of experience with various aspects of climate change as a global 
environmental issue and is well positioned to support to a greater extent moves by governments, the 
private sector, and civil society to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases and to adequately prepare 
for the consequences resulting from a changed climate. A climate change strategy has been developed 
which provides the foundation for transforming the organization's engagement on climate change and 
for developing a results-oriented Programme of Work that contributes to the Secretary General's 
decision that climate change is one of the three highest priorities for the UN system. People in affected 
regions must have their voices heard in the adaptation and mitigation discussions at local, regional and 
international levels. 
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UNEP plays a significant role in catalyzing action to protect the environment through collaboration 
with the multitude of major groups actors who share the same purpose. UNEP's strategy on enhancing 
major groups engagement is based on engagement at the policy level to take into account major groups 
expertise and views at the intergovernmental level, and on the programmatic level in implementation 
of UNEP's work programme. The Executive Director only recently endorsed the new guidelines for 
improving the Global Civil Society cycle, which reinforces the major groups approach which enables 
to capture specific groups priorities and concerns. Indigenous Peoples also do have a representative, 
elected for 2 years on the Major Groups Facilitating Committee coming from the ICC (Inuit 
Circumpolar Council), Canada. 

To address environmental concerns in an adequate manner, the participation of civil society 
organizations and indigenous peoples organizations is required, especially in the intergovernmental 
decision-making process, during which UNEP develops its operational policies and work programme. 
Accreditation will grant the organization a consultative status at UNEP, within the rules of procedure 
of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum. Please do contact UNEP for 
any information on the accreditation process. To get indigenous peoples' voices heard they have to be 
present and participate effectively alongside other major groups and civil society representatives. 
UNEP believes civil society and indigenous peoples' organization's views are essential in international 
environmental governance. 

UNEP would especially like to bring to the notice of the Permanent Forum the work it has initiated 
following a recommendation to UNEP from the PFII in 2006 to develop a specific policy on 
Indigenous Peoples. This important task is well underway and a first draft has been discussed with 
Indigenous Peoples representatives during the UNFCCC COP 13 in Bali in December 2007 and was 
undergoing a wider electronic consultation in January and February 2008. UNEP decided to extend 
the consultation process during this Permanent Forum session on the draft in order to have more 
indigenous voices heard regarding their priorities and needs in the context of environment. UNEP and 
Tebtebba are therefore organising an additional public consultation this coming Wednesday at 6pm in 
the Drew Room in the basement of the Church Centre. I do hope that indigenous peoples especially 
from America will be able to attend and share their ideas, thoughts and needs with us. 

Thank you for your attention. 

For more information, please contact: 

Ms. Laetitia Zobel 
Focal Point on Indigenous Peoples Issues 
United Nations Environment Programme 
Laetitia. Zobel @unep .org 

2 


