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1. Mr. Chairperson, members of the Working Group, indigenous peoples and their organizations and UN 
colleagues, the United Nations Development Programme is honoured to be taking part in the twentieth 
session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations. The discussions at the WG have made 
valuable contributions to UNDP's work in development vis-a-vis indigenous peoples. 

2. This past year has marked a series of important accomplishments. First, the establishment of the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues which is clearly the result of indigenous peoples' struggles, 
movements and advocacy. We welcome the Permanent Forum as a major contribution to the UN system 

' and commit ourselves to work in partnership with indigenous peoples organizations (IPOs), UN 
agencies, governments, and civil society organizations (CSOs) towards implementing its 
recommendations, particularly in the areas of social and economic development, human rights and 
environment. 

3. Second, this past year saw the endorsement and launch of UNDP's new policy guidance note entitled: 
UNDP and Indigenous Peoples: A Policy of Engagement. The policy -marking the first of its kind- is 
based on the lessons learned from UNDP's country and regional engagement with indigenous peoples 
together with global and regional consultations with IPOs. It is underpinned by the international human 
rights framework and recognizes indigenous peoples' rights and their vital role and contribution to 
development. 

4. Rooted in the goals reached at the UN Millennium Summit in 2000, the objective of the policy is to 
provide UNDP staff with a framework to guide their work in building sustainable partnerships with 
indigenous peoples. 

5. These partnerships are aimed at fostering an enabling environment that: promotes indigenous peoples' 
participation in all decision-making levels; ensures the co-existence of their economic, cultural, and 
socio-political systems with others; and develops the capacity of governments to build more inclusive 
policies and programmes. 

6. The policy establishes priority areas of engagement and addresses issues related to poverty; ownership 
and use of land and natural resources; protection of cultural and intellectual property; and participation 
in political processes. Moreover, it endorses the principle of free prior informed consent in 
development programmes and recognizes indigenous peoples' right to development.. 

7. By incorporating the "right to development" in its work, UNDP fosters the full participation of 
indigenous peoples in its development processes and the incorporation of indigenous perspectives in 
development planning and decision-making. This embraces a concept of development that incorporates 
indigenous peoples' own aspirations, spirituality, culture, social and economic aims. 

8. The policy also provides practical mechanisms for operational and policy engagement at the global, 
regional and country levels. 
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9. In efforts to implement the newly endorsed UNDP policy of engagement with indigenous peoples, a 
regional programme in Asia is currently being developed as is the indigenous peoples' component 
within the human rights strengthening (Hurist) programme, a joint initiative between UNDP and the 
Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR). Both programmes intend to focus on 
strengthening policy dialogue on indigenous peoples' rights and development; and building the capacity 
of indigenous peoples and their organizations at the country level. 

10. This year also marks the 10 year anniversary of another historic event, the Earth Summit held in Rio in 
1992, a momentous occasion where CSOs and IPOs participated in the proceedings. UNDP views this 
year's World Summit on Sustainable Development as another key event for engaging political will and 
ensuring commitments are translated into action plans that implement existing agendas, secure 
partnerships and mobilize additional resources to eradicate extreme poverty and ensure environmental 
sustainability - two fundamental Millennium Development Goals. 

11. Lastly and of utmost relevance and importance today is a framework that will be guiding our work and 
improving our cooperation: the Millennium Development Goals. The MDGs which range from 
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger to reducing child mortality to building a global partnership for 
development were agreed upon at the Millennium Summit by over 150 world leaders. 

12. The MDGs are a vital framework for concerted and concrete actions in areas where the world needs 
them most. They signal recognition by all governments that they confront an agenda of problems that 
can no longer be managed by and within countries alone. Although these are age-old challenges, what is 
unprecedented is the commitment of heads of state and government to a set of numerical and time-
bound targets that address these key elements of human development. The MDGs are to provide 
coherence and be integral to other processes. Their intention is to define priority areas of intervention. 

13. Key to achieving them is development advice, advocacy, grant support to developing countries and 
improving strategic partnerships. We see indigenous peoples and their organizations as one of those 
partners. UNDP recognizes that ensuring the engagement of indigenous peoples and their organizations 
is critical in preventing and resolving conflict, enhancing democratic governance, reducing poverty and 
sustainably managing the environment. 

14. We hope indigenous peoples will engage in the process of carrying out the work to achieve the MDGs, 
through various channels like - the development of the MDG Country Reports that monitor the progress 
of the goals; and most importantly the campaign which is essential to carrying forward the message of 
what's at stake. Indigenous peoples' participation in this process is therefore key. 

15. As scorekeeper and campaign manager of the Millennium Development Goals, UNDP looks forward to 
work in close collaboration with you in achieving the ambitious goals, in jointly developing campaigns 
at local and national levels as well as in partnering operationally. We hope to encourage improved 
dialogue between our offices and your peoples. While we realize the need for increased attention to be 
given to indigenous peoples' concerns worldwide, we also recognize that many of the changes that have 
taken place with regards to indigenous peoples in the international arena have been a direct result of 
your extraordinary struggles and movements. 

Thank you. 


