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Respected Chairperson, members of the Permanent Forum, my indigenous 
elders, sisters and brothers, here today. Khurumjari, I bring greetings from my 
people - Meetei in the North East region of India and thanks to Indigenous 
people of this land for their gracious hospitality. 

I would like to express our profound concern about the inclusion of our forest 
in the carbon market through the mechanism known as "Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Degradation" (REDD). 

Many adaptation and mitigation policies and projects promoted as solutions to 
climate change such as emissions trading, agro fuels and the Clean 
Development Mechanism devastate Indigenous Peoples' lands and territories 
and cause human rights violations. 

REDD will not benefit Indigenous Peoples, but in fact will result in more 
violations of Indigenous Peoples' rights. It will increase the violation of our 
rights to our lands, territories and resources; cause forced evictions; prevent 
access and threaten indigenous agriculture practices; destroy biodiversity, 
cultural diversity, traditional livelihoods and knowledge systems; and cause 
social conflicts. Under REDD, States and carbon traders will take more control 
over our forests. 

We would like further to inform the Permanent Forum that steps are already 
being taken in many countries, including India, sometimes using military 
power to put in place legislation and programmes that would enable 
dispossession of indigenous lands in favour of corporate and international 
NGO control as conservation parks and sanctuaries in anticipation of 



implementing REDD projects. These legal and policy initiatives demonstrate 
clearly that REDD would result in displacement of indigenous peoples and 
forest dwelling communities, and escalation of ethnic hostility as well on a 
massive scale. 

Madam Chair, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 
September 13 of this year and consecrates fundamental rights of indigenous 
peoples which are relevant to the REDD discussions, especially Articles 10, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32. 

Given the threat to Indigenous Peoples' Rights that REDD represents, we call 
on the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to recommend 
strongly to the UNFCCC, the UN Forum of Forests, concerned UN agencies 
such as UNEP, the World Bank, the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples and nation states that 
REDD not be considered as a strategy to combat Climate Change but, in fact, 
is in violation of the UN Declaration on Indigenous Peoples. Moreover, we 
also urge the Permanent Forum to recommend strongly to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity that the implementation of the programme of work on 
forests biodiversity prohibit REDD. 

Mayambu thagatchari 


