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ITEM 4: DEVELOPMENT AND ZO INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

Respected Chairman, 
Expert members of Indigenous Issues and Representatives of Indigenous Peoples 

Thank you for giving me the floor on behalf of the United Zo Indigenous Peoples, and 
especially thanks to United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations for granted 
me the fund to share my peoples problems to esteemed participants in this 20* session of UN 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations. 

Mr. Chairman, in the names of development, some projects and programmes of border trade 
between India and Myanmar is going on. The people inhabited in the Indo-Myanmar border 
along the boundaries of Sagaing Division and the Chin State in Myanmar and Manipur and 
Mizorram States in India are Zo Indigenous peoples. They are the people who should benefit 
most from the Indo-Myanmar border trade. However, on close examination of the items of 
commodities to be trade, the agreement is completely silent on the Indigenous products. This 
imbalance needs to be corrected. 

Mr. Chairman, the main lands ofZo Indigenous Peoples inhabited areas in Myanmar, India 
and Bangladesh has been operating by militant and insurgencies collecting by force 
irrespective of whether rich or poor or even widows. Besides, they enforce blocket of trade 
routes at the top of hat or when traders could not be able to pay their demands. 

Both sides of the government army and militant laid landmines to stop each other's 
movements, but the real sufferers have the innocent local people. A good number of innocent 
Zo Indigenous peoples have become a victim to these mines. These activities, because of the 
responsible government policies is so much effected to the Indigenous Zo Peoples' 
developments. 

Mr. Chairman, the completion of the UN Draft Declaration for the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples has been on slow going for quite some time. It is highly desirable that this is finalized 
as soon as possible by disallowing continuation by the states to play delaying tactics is also 
effected of the Indigenous Peoples' development works properly in the UN systems and the 
responsible states. 

Mr. Chairman, the first session of Permanent Forum is on of the successful works for the 
future of Indigenous people. But, some of the representatives of Indigenous peoples are not 
clear and distinctly understand how to work the Indigenous issues with the Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations and the Permanent Forum to the destination of Indigenous rights. 

I appeal for vast scope for constructive negotiations, discussion and dialogue between the 
Indigenous peoples, the states and experts in order to build up useful and meaningful process 
of developments. 

Thank you Chairman. 

Suan Tung Parte 
President 
United Zo Indigenous Peoples (ZOIPU) 
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