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A G E N D A I T E M 4: Review of development 
Indigenous Peoples and their rights to development including their right to participate in 
development affecting them. 

Intervention by Jannie Las unhang, PACOS TRUST- Sabah. Malaysia 

Madam Chairperson, 

A l l o w me to thank the U N Voluntary Fund for supporting my organisation to attend this session o f 
the Working Group. M y name is lannie Lasimbang from P A C O S T R U S T in Sabah, Malaysia and 
also currently the secretary general o f the Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact ( A I P P ) . I also thank you 
for your untiring efforts in voicing the situation o f indigenous peoples - you are someone that w e 
look up to as an example for our work. 

Madam Chairperson, P A C O S T R U S T has been working for several years with the diverse 
indigenous communities in Sabah and is also involved in building the Indigenous Peoples Network 
o f Malaysia, basing our work on indigenous peoples' concept o f development. Indigenous 
development as a holistic concept embodies all aspect o f everyday life and systems o f the 
community - including the economic, political, social, cultural, belief, juridical, agricultural, the 
arts, health, education, resource management and technology - which are all interconnected and 
pursued for the good and in the interest o f the community as a whole. I will be submitting 
documents on our work and our understanding o f indigenous development. 

These years o f experience have shown us how different the meaning o f development as seen by 
companies and government, particularly through projects targeted at indigenous peoples and our 
resources. Often the type and the pace, and most importantly, the objectives o f such development 
marginalize indigenous communities. And sadly efforts by communities to define the type o f 
development'that they actually aspire for are misunderstood and the eventual rejection o f such 
inappropriate development is seen as ungrateful acts and indigenous communities are labelled as 
"anti-development". One particular example is large-scale land development projects for opening 
oil palm and tree plantations that has resulted in many communities being dispossessed o f their 
customary lands and resources. In Sabah it is estimated that only 20 percent o f the total land area 
are held by Sabahans, o f which 70 percent are indigenous. 

As such Madam Chairperson, to accord and recognise our right to our own concept o f 
development which w e also expressed as part o f indigenous peoples' right to self-development in 
the indigenous caucus statement needs to be stressed. 

On the right to participate in development affecting us, indigenous peoples have been organising 
ourselves to give direct input on policy and legal issues. Many community workshops and 
consultations were held but when our lobby enabled us to get an opening to contribute and 
participate in a dialogue with the government departments and companies, indigenous peoples are 
left out because English is used or not enough time is given for us to consult our communities, or 
that documents are termed 'classified' and not freely available. 

Madam Chairperson, I would also like to ask the Working Group to stress in its report that any 
type o f development requested and approved for indigenous peoples should not be made 
conditional. Much needed infrastructure and services including roads, health clinics, schools, 
water and electricity supply to rural communities should be their right as any other urban citizens 
and indigenous communities should not be coerced to convert to another religion, to be relocated 
or as a condition for their support to any particular political party. 

Thank you. 
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