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Thank you, Mr. Chairman for giving me this opportunity to speak on the agenda item 4- (b): 
Indigenous Peoples and Their Right to Development at the 2 0 l h session of the UN Working 
Group on Indigenous Populations. 

Distinguished members of the Working Group, representatives of governments , L~N 
specialized agencies and NGOs. fellow indigenous brothers and sisters. 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere gratitude to the members of the L'N 
Voluntary Fund for providing me with funding to attend this Working Group. 

Mr. Chairman, over the years, we, the indigenous peoples have been consistent in our 
approach to development. We support the view that "development and self-determination are 
two sides of a coin". 

In todav 's climate of rapid globalization, I would like to draw the special attention of this 
Working Group to the ILO Convention: 169, Article 7.1 that reads, 

'The indigenous people concerned shall have the right to decide their own priorities for the process of 
development as it affects their lives, beliefs, institutions and spiritual well-being and the lands tliey 
occupy or otherwise use. and to control, to the extent possible, over their own economic, social and 
cultural development. In addition, they shall participate in the formulation, implementation and 
evaluation of plans and programs for national and regional development which may affect them 
directly". 

Mr. Chairman, it gives me pleasure to apprise the Working Group that recently a 13-member 
Miss ion consisting of international development partners mostly from the West and 
Bangladesh government officials concluded a 10-day visit to my homeland, the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts (CHT) to assess the situation therein as part of their initiative for development in 
the region. The Mission had had broad consultations with all walks of people including 
representatives of local governmental bodies like the CHT Regional Council . We, the Jumma 
indigenous people welcome it. However, Mr. Chairman, we are at the same time concerned 
over the exclusion representatives of the CHT local government and indigenous organizations 
from the Mission. The Mission headed by a retired Bangladesh military official Major 
General Moinul Hossain Chowdhury was formed with overwhelmingly non-indigenous 
Bengalis . The Miss ion 's report is crucial for all future development programs in the CHT. 
The Mission should address in its report the need for proper implementation of the C H T 
accord of 1997 to create a congenial atmosphere for development in the region. W e 
strongly feel the need for participation of a democratically elected local government in 
the development process. For that, elections of the three Hill District Counci ls are 
crucial. The existing Councils are undemocratic because they have been formed with 
persons nominated by the government. 
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Mr. Chairman, the CHT accord recognizes the Jumma people ' s right to exercise self-
government in the CHT. Some five years passed by since signing of the accord. But the 
government has not yet implemented the fundamental points of the C H T accord such as, 
empowerment of local governmental bodies, appointment of indigenous officers at 
various levels of the administration, withdrawal of more than 400.000 Bengali settlers 
and temporary military and paramilitary forces from the C H T . settlement of land-
disputes between Jummas and Bengali settlers, rehabilitation of Jummas victimized in 
the conflict etc. The government has rather violated the accord in many ways that resulted in 
law and order problems, social, economic and political instability and human rights violations 
in the CHT. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I request you to address the following recommendations in your 
report: 

1. Proper and immediate implementation of the CHT accord, 

2. Carrying out all kinds of development activities in the CHT within the framework of 
the CHT accord and 

3. Early adoption of the Draft Declaration and ratification of the ILO Convention: 169 
by state parties like Bangladesh, who have not yet ratified it to ensure indigenous 
peoples ' right to development. 

Thank you, Sir for your kind attention! 


