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Mr. Chairman, 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak in this distinguished Working Group. I am 
Ujjiban Chakma representing here the International Jumma Community, one of the human 
rights organisations of the Jumma indigenous people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT). 

Mr. Chairman, 

Design, implementation and evaluation of development plans and programs are essential 
parts of development process. In 1980s, the government of Bangladesh raised millions of 
dollars from donor countries and funding agencies in the name of development of indigenous 
peoples in the CHT. But it is unfortunate that there was no participation of indigenous people 
in the development process. Most of the fund was used against the indigenous peoples 
resulting in economic and political marginalization of indigenous people and displacement of 
thousands of indigenous Jumma families from their lands. Please allow me Mr. Chairman, to 
cite two examples: 

1. The government undertook huge projects funded by the World Bank, Asia Development 
Bank etc. to build roads in the CHT. In fact, these roads were necessary to the government for 
rapid deployment of military to crush the just struggle of indigenous people, and to transfer 
hundreds of thousands of Bengali settlers into the CHT. 

2. The government made projects with the financial assistance of donor countries and funding 
agencies for rehabilitation of poor indigenous people and traditional Jhum cultivators. But the 
fund was, in fact, used for transfer of more than 400,000 Bengali settlers from plain districts 
into the CHT and for their rehabilitation in the region. It should be noted that the settlers are 
still getting free ration and other facilities from the government. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The raising fund from donor countries and funding agencies has been one of the important 
parts of Bangladesh foreign policy. The government uses our cause to raise fund. Even some 
individual Bengalis have been obtaining asylum in Europe and America to earn money by 
using our cause. According to information available, they are some 1000 Bengalis in France 
alone who managed asylum there by using our cause. But the indigenous people have never 
been benefited from such fund. 

Mr. Chairman, 
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After 25 years of struggle we reached a peace agreement with the government in 1997. We 
understand that development in the CHT largely depends on proper implementation of the 
agreement. However, I am sorry to say in this Working Group that the government continues 
to dishonour its obligation to the agreement. After the agreement new international initiative 
is on to star development activities in the CHT. 

I urge you to recommend in your report the necessity of participation of indigenous people in 
the development process in the post-conflict CHT. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


