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Submission of Mr. Nepuni Piku , Naga Peonies Movement for Human Rights fNPMHR) 
to the 20th Session of the United Nations Working Group on Indigenous population 

IUNWGIP) from 22nd July - 26th July 2002. Geneva. 

Under agenda item No: 4(b) Rights to Development and participation in development project 
affecting indigenous peoples. 

Respected Chairperson. 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity on behalf of the Naga Peoples Movement for 
Human Rights (NPMHR) to share with the honourable members of Working Group and to all 
esteemed participants to this 20th Session of the UNVVGIP. Geneva about the Naga People 
and our struggle for effective participation in the Development process in our homeland 
which is place under the administration of different states ( Nagas are minority community in 
Manipur. Assam and Arunachal Pradesh except in Nagaland state) in the Northeast India. 

Despite Mega Dam projects becoming unpopular around the world. The Government of India 
(through its Ministry of water and power and through its implementing institutions like the 
NEEPCO) has made it fashionable again to proposed project such as the Tipaimukh High 
Dam in the Zeliangrong Naga areas in Manipur. which is being imposed on the people 
negating indigenous peoples right to information and right to effective participation. The 
proposed construction is said to be under highly seismic zone with the Taithu fault almost 
parallel to me selected site and falls under a major mega biodiversity zones in the world 
which will lead to the irreparable loss of natural resource of Mother Earth. The Dam 
construction will submerge, the Ahu (Barak) waterfalls and the five sacred lakes with deep 
connection to the traditional history of Zeliangrong Nagas in particular the Asha-Mikcharung 
folklore with many myths including legend of Jadonang's magical sword- one of the most 
revered national heros of the Zeliangrong Nagas. These submergence will include the virgin 
forest and cultivable lands together with the two holy rivers (Tuirong & Tuivai) of the Hmar 
people, which forms inalienable parts of the peoples cultural heritage. The construction of the 
dam will submerge 18 Zeliangrong Naga villages and submerge the cultivable lands of more 
than 55 villages, which is likely to affect a population of approximately 40.000 submerging 
large tract of their ancestral homelands. Having made observation on the above, it is observed 
that the main apparent benefit of the proposed Dam is not meant for the affected peoples. It is 
also observed that the Union Government of India and its Ministries such as Power & Water 
along with its implementing institution like N E E P C O are making all the decisions without the 
full and effective participation of the affected people and that all social and environmental 
costs would be borne by the affected indigenous peoples who are mostly poor and depending 
on natural resources around them. It has also been noted that there has been acute lack of 
sensitivity for the needs of the local indigenous peoples, which in other sense means 
inappropriate process of consultation and lack of effective participation of the people. 

The Manipur State Strategy and Action Plan of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action 
Plan (under the Ministry of Environment and Forest. New Delhi, a project sponsored by the 
Global Environmental Facility) have created fears in the minds of the Hill peoples that their 
right of ownership to land will be curtailed if the current draft report becomes a policy 
document on Biodiversity Conservation. Moreover, the current draft report lacks adequate 
participation of the Hill peoples who are likely to be most affected by the intended 
conservation project proposal. This along with the local state Government of Manipur recent 
assertion to extend the MLR&LR Act to the Hill areas has created tension over the threat of 



land alienation of the Hill peoples. The recent revival of the policy to create a separate 
revenue district for the ethnic Kuki people to be carved out of the Naga ancestral homeland 
under Senapati district is a dangerous trend played by some vested communal element lo 
divide the Hill peoples which is likeiy to threaten the ethnic harmony and reconciliation 
process that has been rebuilt over the past years. 

Most recently in the name of development and research. Human (Naga) Genome Project has 
been undertaken in Nagaland state by the New Delhi sponsored Nagaland Universitv and 
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology. Hyderabad (India) with the objectives of tracing 
the Naga origin, without the free and informed consent of the concerned peoples 
(Chakhesang, Sumi and Ao). The Naga People condemn such intrusion into our communit ies 
and demands the immediate stop of the research work that has been undertaken without the 
prior free and informed consent of the people. 

The N P M H R is also concern with the UNCIEF. India chapter for presenting factual errors of 
the conflict situation in Nagaland under its global initiative of imagine series where an 
'appreciative enquiry' project under the theme 'Imagine Nagaland' has been carried out trying 
to objectify Naga people by using dubious organizational development model for the 
development of Naga society. 

N P M H R demands that a proper consultation process be established to seek the expressed and 
informed consent of the local people before commencing the construction work on the 
Tipaimukh Dam. N P M H R believe that the people have the right to say no to any 
developmental projects that negates the basic values of life and livelihoods of the people and 
which lack the effective participation of the people. NPMHR strongly believes that if 
development is to become an instrument of empowerment, it has to begin by developing the 
minds of people in helping understand one another. Development has to begin with 
contributing in the process of liberating the human spirit and in the process creating social 
change where one can live in dignity, respect and fairness 

We appeal for more space for constructive dialogue between the indigenous peoples and the 
Governments in order to build up a meaningful process of development. 

Thanking you. 

Kuknalim! 


