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(a) Economic and social development 

Respected Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the UN-Permanent Forum, and fellow 
indigenous participants from around the world, 

This statement describes, in brief, the progress made regarding economic and social progress for the 
indigenous people during the past half century and includes some suggestions on how the Millennium 
Development Goals can be realized more effectively. 

There has been considerable effort made by the UN and other organizations for the protection as well as 
economic and social development of the indigenous people. However, their situation has continued to 
deteriorate in all spheres of life. For many of them, it is becoming a question of very survival. Therefore, 
it seems necessary that lessons have to be learned from the failure of the past. 

Suggestions: 

1) It seems necessary that a thorough investigation of the achievements of the development 
aid/assistance policies and its implementation systems/methods must take place in order to make 
necessary corrections. Perhaps the World Bank can take some kind of initiative in this respect. 

2) The principles and implementation methods of economic and social developments are universal, well-
known like human rights, and have been practiced in the western world. These must be applied in 
practice for all including the third world and indigenous people and not denied as has been the case for 
most of the third world. There should not be double standards. 

3) International aids/assistance for projects must undergo thorough international monitoring from the very 
beginning including the genuineness of the organization or persons involved, because most of the 
aid/assistance have not reached the needy. Worldwide international gangsters are operating taking great 
risk of punishment even for relatively smaller amount of monetary gain in drug dealing, black money 
laundering, and smuggling etc. Only in case of misuse of development aid/assistance - from multilateral , 
bilateral, or from funding agencies or foundations, no punishment or court trial is assured. No wonder 
that a lion's share of the aid/assistance has been misused mostly from organizations of dominant society. 

4) Development aid or assistance should be given preferably via bona fide indigenous organizations and 
via bona fide NGO's of OCOSOC status only. It may not be out of place to mention that most of the 
funding agency and even international human rights organizations and international conferences 
regarding social and economic development are infiltrated, or attempts are being made to infiltrate, by the 
organizations and persons of the dominant society for their own benefits. Therefore all criteria for 
granting funds must be made stricter than in the past. 

I thank you, Madam Chairperson, respected members of the Permanent Forum, and my fellow 
indigenous participants for your kind attention and hope that suggestions may find sympathetic 
consideration in the respective bodies or institutions. 


