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Brethren and sisters 
The Chagos Islanders were once more sad to see their land being used for dubious purposes in 
the war that the United States and the United Kingdom undertook without any international 
support. It is from Diego Garcia, the main island of the Chagos, that once more the US 
bombers took off to launch their attacks on Iraq. Diego Garcia is the main military base 
outside of the US enabling this country to disregard the UN's will in the Indian Ocean region. 

Happily, after receiving support from Nelson Mandela in April 2002, 15 Chagossians were 
received on November 12 th 2002 by Monsignore CREPALDI, head of the Pontifical Council 
for Justice and Peace. He expressed sympathy for the Chagossians. On the next day, I was 
able along with Olivier BANCOULT the Chagossian community leader and Mrs GIFFORD 
to greet Pope John Paul II. We wish to thank the Mauritian Government for this and 
especially its Roman representative Mr. CANGY. 

In November 2002, a High Court Case was started to obtain compensation for the denial of 
the right to return to the Chagos. These compensations were also a recommendation of 
Human Rights Committee in its International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights on 
December 6 l h 2001. The verdict will fall next week, on July 30 l h 2003. 

During the hearings of this High Court Case, an elderly Chagossian lady told Judge Ouseley 
that one reason for the removal of all Chagossians 30 years ago was that water would rise. 
Like the Maldives and Tuvalu, the Chagos are small atolls a few meters above sea level. 
Chagossians wonder why the sea rises more rapidly for civilians than for B52, Bl and B2 
bombers in the Chagos. The Chagossians would like to see that this argument of sea-level rise 
to be used in favour of local populations and not as an option to exclude them in advance 
from their homelands. This dispute was also published in January 2003 in an American 
scientific monthly magazine called DISCOVER with the "Friends of Chagos" an association 
close to the British Government and not the Chagossians defending the expulsion option. 

The promise of the UK Government to allow some 100 Chagossians to tour their islands has 
been postponed for various reasons, one of them being the war in Iraq. 

Even if the picture is far from brilliant for the Chagossians, I'll end with Olivier 
BANCOULT's favourite quote from Nelson MANDELA: 

"Our struggle continues and victory will be certain". 


