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Intervention of Ricardo Pane. Chairman  
Association of Indigenous Village Leaders in Suriname 

Mr. Chairman: 

I greet you on behalf of the Association of Indigenous Village Leaders in 

Suriname, an organization representing the 33 traditional village leaders 

and the 5 indigenous peoples of Suriname. 

Suriname is a small country located on the norm-east coast of South 

America. It is a former Dutch colony that became independent in 1975. It 

is also the only country in the Americas and the Caribbean in which 

indigenous peoples live that has not recognized and guaranteed in any way 

our rights to own and peacefully enjoy our traditional lands, territories and 

resources. 

Our attempts to have meaningful dialogue with the government on these 

issues have led to a number of promises but no action. These promises 

date back to the early 1970s. My own village, together with seven others, 

made a map of our traditional occupation and use of lands and resources 

and submitted this to the government in 2001. We also submitted a 

Constitutional petition requesting that the state discuss with us how to 
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In the past 10 years, Suriname has granted numerous logging and mining 

concessions and has established nature reserves on our lands and territories 

without consulting with us and without our consent. These concessions 

have caused widespread environmental problems and many social 

problems for indigenous peoples. Suriname does not have an 

environmental law and there are no effective ways for indigenous peoples 

to seek recognition and enforcement of our rights under domestic law. In 

short, the state, and the companies it supports act with impunity. 

In January 2003, the State made an agreement with two mining companies 

to mine bauxite in West Suriname. Permission was also given to build a 

hydroelectric dam. Four indigenous communities are affected by this 

agreement, at least one of which may be forced to relocate. None of these 

villages were consulted about the mining plans and none have recognized 

rights to their lands and resources. 

Mr. Chairman, in March 2003, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination issued a Decision on Suriname, which states that the 
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address our ownership and other rights. We have seen no progress on this 

matter to date. The same is also true for all other indigenous communities 

that have taken similar steps. 
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Special Rapporteur Dr. Stavenhagen's last report repeats these concerns 

and states that [and 1 quote]: 

Despite petitions to the national Government and the Inter-American 

system of protection of human rights ... the indigenous ... 

communities have not received the protection they require.3 

' Prevention of Racial Discrimination, including Early Warning Measures and Urgent Action 
Procedures, Decision 3(62), Suriname. UNDoc. CERD/C/62/CO.'Da;.3,21 March 2003, at para 4. 

: Id, at para. 3. 

i Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of 
indigenous people, Rodolfo Stavenhagen. submitted in accordance with Commission resolution 2001 65* 
UN Doc. E/CN.4/2003W, 21 January 2003, at para. 21. 
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problems faced by indigenous peoples in Suriname require [and I quote] 

"immediate attention."1 The Committee also said that [and I quote]: 

serious violations of the rights of indigenous communities ... are 

being committed in Suriname: in addition to discrimination against 

these communities in respect of employment, education, culture and 

participation in all sectors of society, particular attention is drawn to 

the lack of recognition of their rights to the land and its resources, 

the refusal to consult them about forestry and mining concessions 

granted to foreign companies and the fact that the mining companies' 

activities, especially the dumping of mercury, are a threat to their 

health and the environment.2 
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Mr. Chairman, to conclude, we submitted a report to Dr. Stavenhagen in 

2002 requesting that he visit Suriname. I urge the members of this 

esteemed Working Group and the indigenous delegations present here 

to support our request by raising this issue with the Special Rapporteur. 

Our survival as indigenous peoples is at stake and we are running  

out of time. 

Thank you. 
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