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21st UN Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 

Geneva, July 21-25, 2003 

Joint statement by Association of Indigenous Peoples in the Ryukyus (AIPR) and 

Shimin Gaiko Center{SGC) 

hem 4a: General Debate 

Ms. Nariko Omine 

Land rights of the Okinawans 

My name is Nariko Omine, a member of Association of Indigenous Peoples of the 

Ryukyus. It is my first time to join WGIP and I am really glad to be here today. After 

the Second World War. my homeland Okinawa had been occupied by the US Military 

Forces until 1972. In 1972 Okinawa was formally reversed to Japan, however. Mr. 

Chairman, although Okinawa comprises only 0.6% of Japans land mass. 75% of US 

military bases in the nation are located on Okinawa. The areas where these U.S. bases 

are located, limit the indigenous owners from performing their traditional rituals. 

The US constructed military bases in violation of the Hague Convention on Land 

Warfare, because they handled that land as occupied territory, even though Japan had 

already surrendered, and the war was over. This illegal occupation continued until 

Okinawa's reversion to Japan. 

The words that best describe this situation are "bayonets and bulldozers." 

Okinawan land was taken from the Okinawan people by armed US soldiers using 

bulldozers. These people resisted this illegal land requisition, which often caused blood 

shed. 
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Currently there are 38 US bases in 25 municipalities, occupying over 237million trf 

on the Ryukyu islands. Two of the worst affected areas are Kadena Town and Kin Town 

where there used to be 40 separate communities, and one of the most beautiful and 

resourceful places in Okinawa, but is now full of U.S. military buildings. 

Some of our ancestor's tombs lie on the land where U.S. Military Bases are located. 

Therefore we cannot enter these burial grounds to perform rituals without the 

permission of the U.S. military, which is very complicated and time consuming. This is 

clearly against article 14 of ILO Convention 169 with regard to rights of land ownership 

and possession. 

Mr. Chairperson, what we want is a peaceful life and freedom. As a result of our 

land being taken away, not only are we unable to live there but we cannot carry out 

traditional events freely. Article 13 of the United Nations draft declaration on the rights 

of indigenous peoples, specifies that Indigenous people have the right to maintain, 

protect, and have access in privacy to their religious and cultural sites. Mr. Chairman 

and fellow indigenous brothers and sisters, it is vital for our people that this draft 

declaration be adopted as soon as possible. In addition, in order to fully resolve this 

situation, we demand that the Japanese and the U.S. governments return our land. 
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