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Honorable Chairman, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), southeastern part of Bangladesh, is a land of eleven 
indigenous Jumma people. In order to resolve the CHT problem in political and 
peaceful means, the CHT Accord was signed between the Government of Bangladesh 
and Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti (PCJSS) in 1997. According to Accord, 
a Land Commission will resolve the land problem in CHT that arisen due to land 
grabbing by the Bengali settlers. But it is very unfortunate that the Land Commission 
is yet to be formed as per the Accord though long five years have been passed after 
the signing of the Accord. 

Because of non-functioning of land commission, the Jumma refugee and internally 
displaced Jumma families could not get back their villages and homesteads. 
Furthermore, with the help of army and civil administration the settlers are forcibly 
occupying the Jumma people's lands. Recently the settlers occupied the lands of 
Jumma peoples in Mohalchari and Khagrachari upazilla of Khagrachari District. The 
settlers are also occupying the Jumma lands in Rangamati and Bandarban District. 

According to the CHT Accord, out of the lands allotted to non-tribal and non-local persons 
for rubber and other plantations, the lease (allocation) in respect of the lands of those who did 
not undertake any project during the last ten years or did not properly utilize the lands shall 
be cancelled. But this provision of the Accord was not implemented. Moreover the 
government of Bangladesh has again been giving lease to settlers and non-residents 
violating the CHT Accord. 

The forest department of the government and the military authority are taking over 
hundreds acre of land in the name of creating Reserved Forest and for Military 
Exercise evicting the Jumma people who completely depend on land and natural 
resources. On the other, 218,000 acres of land were acquired in the name of creating 
Reserved Forest in three hill districts. Moreover, thousands acre of land are being 
acquired without consultation with and having permission from HDCs. The land, 
forest and territory where indigenous Jumma people lived have been taken away 
without their free prior and informed consent in the name of building dams, reserve 
forests, protected areas, tourism, Eco-parks and even establishing military bases and 
training centres. 



Land problem is a major problem in CHT. The Jumma peoples have been struggling 
to establish their land rights in CHT. The Bangladesh government agreed in CHT 
Accord that Chittagong Hill Tracts is a Jumma (Tribal) inhabited area. The lifestyle 
and culture of indigenous Jumma people are closely related with forest and hills. They 
have their own land management system and customary system for both preserving 
and conserving resources. But all these are not recognised in Bangladesh land laws. 

Due to non-recognition of indigenous land use system in Bangladesh, the Jumma 
people are losing their ownership on land where they have been cultivating for 
generations. For this reason, the Jumma people who were uprooted due to construction 
of Kaptai dam and due to government-sponsored transmigration population 
programme have been victimising. 

Therefore, I, on behalf of indigenous Jumma people, would like to appeal in this 
global forum to ask the government of Bangladesh: 

1) To recognise the customary rights and privileges of indigenous Jumma people over 
lands and territories in the forest areas in accordance with the ILO Convention 107 
of 1957 and the Convention on Bio-diversity. 

2) To settle land disputes through starting function of the CHT Land Commission 
soon. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman, thank you every body. 


