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Honourable Chariman 
Honourable Secretary 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations 
Indigenous Sisters and Brothers from around the Globe 
Let me start with a story - a different story of Bangladesh. Story of Indigenous peoples of 
Bangladesh. The stories of deprivations, discriminations, atrocities, like killing, rapes upon them 
along with forcible possessions of their lands, forests etc. The total population of Bangladesh 
stands 130 million. And out of this 2.5 (45 communities) million are Indigenous people. None of 
them are in good shape nor they are allowed to stay safe and sound though they belong to this 
land for several generations. 
Still then their names are not recognized in the constitution of Bangladesh, and even inclusion of 
the term 'Indigenous' is not so far allowed to be included for reasons not explained. This very 
factor needs a special attention of those, who are working for the Indigenous Communities of the 
world. 

The Lands inherited by this people are being forcibly taken by different forceful agencies. 70% 
of the total lands of Indigenous Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) people are already eaten up. 
Rabeta Al-Islam, a Saudi Arabia based NGO has occupied lands of these people and constructed 
Mosques and Midrassas. Consequently population of these areas came down to 35% in 
compareson to 98% of 1970s. This figure can come down to 10% within next 20 years and even 
less than that. This design has to be faced urgently and for that attention of Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations (WGIP) is solicited. 

The lands belonging to Khasias in Maulovibazar (Sylhet) and Modhupur forest are being 
occupied in the name of transforming them as eco-parks and with many other pleas. Not only 
land their lives are taken, their women are raped. None is theirs to protest. If combated people 
like Kalpana Chakma of CHT, Alfred Sharen of Naogaon and Gidita Rema of Modhupur are 
brutally killed. 

2.5 million Indigenous people having 45 communities though are the real owners of the lands are 
being cornered by the majorities who either changed their religion or came from outside. 



2 

I have come to the last phase of my story. WGIP has selected the theme of the 21 s ' session as 
"Globalization and Indigenous Peoples" on the face of the concluding year of the Decade the 
theme is most appropriate and timely. But unfortunately above 90% Indigenous people of 
Bangladesh do not understand the meaning of globalization. 

Finally, at this stage of sufferings of the Indigenous people of Bangladesh, Amity For Peace 
(AFP) urges upon the WGIP to take into active consideration the extent of suffering that are 
faced by the Indigenous people and should take adequate measures to bring peaceful solutions to 
the suffering humanity. Amity For Peace (AFP) extends its cooperation in implementing any 
such measures that are likely to be taken by WGIP or any other agencies. 
Thank you all. 
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