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Commision on Human Rights 
Sub -Commision on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights 
Working Group on IndigenousPopulations 
21st Session, 21-25 July 2003 
Geneva 
Agenda 4 
Review of developments pertaining to the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people. 
4 (a): General Debate 

Madam/Sir Chairperson, distinguished members of the Working Group on Indigenious 
Populations and respect^ representatives 

I come from the North Eastern Part of Indian Sub-Continent to highlight you of the 
rampant violation and unchecked abuse of all parameters of Human Rights there in Manipur. 
Manipur, throughout its history, had been a Princely and Sovereign State till its forced annexation 
into the Indian Union in 1949. Since then Manipur has been subjected to all sorts of Colonial 
atrocities and suppression. Keeping aside the transfiguration of the whole State into a captive 
market and the People into mere hand to mouth consumers, the People there are on the verge of 
Cultural and Political extinction. The Annexation of the State into the Indian Union was very 
much against the wish of the People and it immediately resulted to the birth of Separatist and 
Freedom movement with its magnitude still enlarging and essence sweeping across the length 
and breadth of the whole State. And, in the name of checking insurgency, the Indian Government 
have imposed a variety of Draconian laws and Ordinances ever maximising the violation of the 
Human Rights there. Custodial Deaths, Extra Judicial Killings, Enforced Disappearances, 
Mutilation, Fake Encounters, Gang-Rape are the daily indulgences of the armed machineries 
of the ruling authority. No doubt, Manipur is a defacto armed conflict area between the State 
and Non-State actor. To be a young boy there is a curse and to be a young girl is a sin. Within 
the Democratic framework of India, Manipur is yet to enjoy the true relish of democracy. Being 
a colonial State, it takes no time for our Political leaders to subjugate themselves to the Colonial 
Rulers and become their active agents. 

The State of Manipur became restive subsequently after its being taken over by the Union of 
India in 1949. Militant, Guerilla, Insurgency and Liberation Movements have been on the 
swing in the State for the decades together. 
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Inspite of India's strong commitment to the implementation of the Global Human Rights 
standard, the Government of India has promulgated a number of Repressive and Undemocratic 
Laws viz. The Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act, 1911, the Punjab State Security Act, 
1953, the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act,1958, the National Security Act, 1980 among 
others in the subjugation of widespread Political unrest in Manipur. 

Most of the provisions of such repressive statutory laws have been found to be incom
patible with the International standard and norms of Human Right, accepted by the Government 
of India. The laws enforced in the State have also been found to be inadequate to prevent and 
detect recurrent violence of Human Rights and freedom of the citizens in the State more 
particularly by the agencies of the Government.The deficiency found at enforcement level has 
also been aggravated due to misgovemance and non governance of the State which ultimately 
leads to a free region of terror impregnated by the State sponsored Security Forces. 

It is also apparent that, the Govt, of India has resorted to most unwarranted and 
antidemocratic measures to quell down the widespread insurgency movement in the State. 
Unfortunately such measures of the Govt, has adversely affected the People of the State. 

Fear is the Key there. One never knows what will strike next. So fer, thousands of innocent 
People have been targeted as the helpless victims the Lawless, Draconian laws practised there. 
Hundred have disappeared through unmemoed arrest. Wives have been raped before their 
husbsands and children. Daughters have been seduced openly by the uniformed personnel. Yet, 
all these repressive measures of the Indian Govemmet seems to be rather fanning the flames of 
insurgency higher and wider. We are the endangered Indigenous Species on the race of the 
Earth. 

A sincere Political approach and reliable Economic Policy on the part of the Indian 
Government could have minimised the problem to a far extent. It is firmly believed. 

It is unfortunate for the People of Manipur, Northeast India that the Indian Govt, is yet 
to realize the gunuine problems of the Indigenous People there and compensate the years of 
neglecting the region. 

I, on behalf of the Indigenous People of Manipur, earnestly plea to draw your kind 
attention and concern to this Core Problems of injustice in consultation with the Indigenous 
peoples worldwide. 
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