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The Bangsamoro people, whose homeland is located in south of the 
Philippines and north of Indonesia, face another human tragedy. From January 
to middle^of June this year, 393,039 individuals were reported internally 
displaced.^ftfany more were unreported since they didfetay in evacuation centers 
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Majority of the IDPs are children, women and the aged, the vulnerable 
sector^of society. Many died in evacuation centers, including children. Around 
half of the reported IDPs have yet to return to their homes. 

Large displacement of populations is indeed a tragedy. Livelihood of 
people are disrupted, schooling of children are interrupted (and many have to 
stop attending 10 school^, cultural and religious life of people are disturbed. The 
uncertainty of life in the evacuation centefrand life after they return to their 
homes haunts many IDPs. 

This tragedy happened because the. government used militarization as an 
instrument of suppressing the Bangsamoro people's right to self-determination. 
Experience tells us that militarization will not address the problem but will only 
increase the sufferings of innocent civilians. 

Instead of using militarization, the government should introduce 
amendments to its constitution recognizing the rights of indigenous peoples to 
self-determination, and to provide the mechanism to pursue this right, including 
the right to secede, through peaceful and democratic means. In so doing, the 
struggle of the Bangsamoro people for self-determination and government 
responds will be drawn within the ambit of the rule of law. 

Another point I would tike to bring to the attention of the Chair is the 
increasing number of extra-judicial killings. In one region in Mindanao for 
example, from January to June this year, 45 cases of extra-judicial killings were 
reported. Many indigenous people are victims of these extra-judicial killings. 
For whatever reason this is being done, extra-judicial killings are intolerable. 

Thank you. 


