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Dear Mr. Chairperson, 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on behalf of the Alifuru People in 
Maluku. It is my honor to convey warm solidarity greetings from the Alifuru 
indigenous people in Maluku to all our indigenous brothers and sisters present here 
today and through this forum to all indigenous people$of the world. 

The situation in Maluku is still in an alarming state. Indonesia has re introduced its 
transmigration program in Maluku. In a not subtle way people from overpopulated 
Java were sent to Maluku . Four years of war situation have caused our people to 
flee their national grounds and have left Maluku in devastation and ruin. 
The new Javanese settlers cut down our tropical trees and forcibly transformed our 
rainforest into rice plantations. This has a grave impact on the conditions of our 
traditional nutritional practice and standards ofliving. 

The Moluccan people of Alifuru descent and the indigenous Alifurus continue to 
petition the United Nations for help. Our cry for help, peace and justice is still to be 
heard by the international community in general and the indigenous peoples in 
particular. 

The Moluccan people appeal for justice and true long lasting peace. They are 
conscious of Indonesian manipulative politics to create war and terror in Maluku. 
The Moluccan people welcomes the establishment of the UNDP office in Ambon and 
hopes that it will be opened officially as soon as possible. 

We urgently ask your concern on the Moluccan detaines who are still being 
imprisoned and tortured in Maluku by the Indonesian military. 

The Alifuru people wants the ousting of all Indonesian military or not from Maluku. 
The Moluccan people claims their right to return to their ancestral grounds. 
These are the conditions of a true and lasting peace in Maluku. 

Thank you Mr. Chairperson. 


