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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 

To all participants and to all Indigenous Peoples coming from different countries of the 

globe, I want to greet you all in accordance to our custom and traditional practices... 

"Molongas gondaw sog glam niu" - meaning a beautiful day to you all. 

I am Ofelia Davi, secretary of the Siocon Federation of Subanon Tribal Councils, an 

Indigenous Peoples organisation that has existed since 1992 under the leadership of 

Timuay Macario Salacao. 1 speak on the authority of our organisation and our leadership. 

Mr. Chairman, I have come here to report on grave developments with regard to the 

Dacon logging company, which brings terror into our lands. This issue was first brought 

to the attention of the Working Group last year by my colleague Onsino Mato of the 

Siocon Subanon Association Inc. Many of the developments consist of continued human 

rights abuses, particularly by armed company employees. 

With regard to this issue we wish to make the following recommendations for the 

Working Group: 

* We ask that the United Nations should review the increased involvement of 

corporations in intimidation and human rights violations on Indigenous lands, 

particularly through the use of armed and paramilitary groups operating 

* We feel there should be a ban on such armed corporate employees on Indigenous 

lands. 



We invite an independent investigation into our situation as outlined. We invite 

members of the Working Group and Indigenous Peoples to visit and review the 

situation. 

Mr Chairman, the Subanon Communities within our federation are the original and long-

term inhabitants of much of the lands in what is today called the municipality of Siocon, 

Zamboanga del Norte and in some neighbouring areas. We are part of the Subanon 

Peoples, who are the original peoples of all the lands of the Zamboanga peninsula in 

Western Mindanao. 

I am here to inform you and to protest to the world the violence and abuse suffered by our 

people at the hands of Dacon logging company. Dacon was granted, what is called an 

Integrated Forest Management Agreement (IFMA), by the Philippine government within 

our ancestral domain area. Dacon was allowed to operate against our wishes and without 

the Free Prior and Informed Consent that is mandated by Philippine law. Although the 

IFMA programme sounds like it is concerned with forest management it is just a trick of 

words to hide the truth thai this is yet another exploitative and destructive logging 

operation, which is under the control of David Consunji. the millionaire logging 

concessionaire. 

Much of the ancestral lands of the Subanon Peoples have already been devastated by 

irresponsible and criminal logging. Logging has seriously damaged our forests and our 

way of life. Companies like Zamboanga Wood, owned by the internationally notorious 

Boise Cascade, have stripped our mountains of much of its forest cover. The abuses of 

loggers have been internationally exposed so that today under greater global scrutiny they 

are forced to hide behind different names for their operations while in practice their 

destruction and abuse remain the same as in the past. Before our abusers were called 

loggers, but today they are called Forest Managers. But to us as victims the experience is 

the same if not worse. 



Our organisation passed a resolution and petition to oppose the encroachment of Dacon 

within our domain, but until now our desire to remove this notorious logging company 

has been ignored and frozen in the government office of the Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources. We presented our concerns to the UN Special Rapporteur on the 

rights of Indigenous Peoples during his recent visit to the Philippines. However, the 

Philippine government would not allow Professor Stavenhagen to visit our lands so that 

we could fully expose the abuses against us. 

Dacon is guilty of gross violations of our rights in seeking to exploit and destroy our 

resources. Armed Dacon personnel have been directly responsible for serious abuses 

including killing our members and relatives. Yet Dacon continues to gain support from 

the Philippine military. Despite its abusive record it has acquired two companies of 

SCAA (Special CAFGU Auxiliary Army). These are personnel who are trained and 

armed by the military, but are paid for by the company. They have established 

checkpoints to control all our entries into our ancestral lands and deny us access to our 

land and resources. We the local Subanon and Kalibugan peoples are not allowed to hunt 

and gather herbal medicine within the ancestral domain that is encroached upon by 

Dacon. 

Armed employees of the company are responsible for the following discrimination and 

human rights violations: 

1. The harassment and massacre of four Subanon children in Upper Tungawan on 2 n d 

July 2002. The incident occurred at 7pm at Sitio Lotih, Upper Tungawan, which is the 

adjacent Municipality of Siocon. The victims were Simen, Arnel, Dennis and Marlyn 

Tito, and were aged between 3 to 11 years old. The children's parents rushed home when 

they heard gunshots and saw five armed men fleeing the house. All the victims died of 

gunshot wounds. The father, Doming Tito, had been previously threatened by Dacon 

personnel for allegedly encroaching on their concession. 



2. On 10 October 2002 Nino Davi, who is 58 years old and is a resident of Sitio 

Tabingan, municipality of Baliguian had his rubber trees, banana plants and fruit trees 

destroyed, This same Nino was previously a victim of arson, on December 7 l h 2001, and 

of robbery of rice, chickens, kitchen utensils and farming tools. Dacon had accused him 

of living within their concession. 

3. The displacement of 70 families, who were forced to leave their respective homes in 

the region. They were driven from their lands by threats of company employees, as there 

is intimidation against anyone who opposes the activities of Dacon. 

Mr Chairman, because there is conflict in our region between the government and 

Muslim rebels, companies like Dacon, and the mining company TVI, are armed by the 

government, and these paramilitary forces are used to abuse us. The abuses continue 

because our homeland is far from Manila and far from the eyes of the public. We need 

help to expose the abuses and ask where is the proper assembly or body who will listen to 

us, and resolve our problems regarding this matter? 

So far we have received no support from our government on this (even from the National 

Commission for Indigenous Peoples) although we have raised the issue repeatedly. 

Therefore we use this opportunity to make the following demands. 

• We call for a full and independent investigation of the incidents documented, and 

the trial and punishment of the perpetrators of the violence against us. 

• We call for the Philippine Commission on Human Rights to investigate as a 

matter of urgency. 

• We call for the immediate withdrawal of Dacon personnel, including their armed 

security forces, from our ancestral lands and the immediate cancellation of their 

contracts with the Philippine government based, on their clear violation of human 

rights and the failure to gain the Free and Prior Informed Consent of the Subanon 

peoples. 



• We call on the government to recognise and respect our rights and wishes for the 

future of our lands 

Mr Chairman, thank you for any help or pressure you might be able to exert on our behalf 

to protect us from further abuse, and to protect our forest and resources from the 

exploitation, which we deeply oppose. 


