
Thank You , Mr. Chairman. 

Gumpiya seselem! Fellow indigenous brothers and sisters, warmest 
greetings and solidarity from our people. I am Timuay Rio Olimpio 
Ungating, of the Subanen peoples of Zamboanga Peninsula, Western 
part of Mindanao, Southern Philippines. 

First, my heartfelt gratitude to the Human Rights Fund for Indigenous 
Peoples and the International Work Group on Indigenous Affairs for 
making our small voices heard in this prestigious body. 

Mr. Chairman, we deem it necessary that the Working Group take 
immediate action on the implications of World Bank & International 
Monetary Fund's Structure Adjustment Programs imposed on our 
country. 

I believe that the implications of the WB-IMF SAP have been brought 
to the attention of this body many times by number of speakers 
before us. We cannot but re-state, as I do now, that the genocidal 
effects of our staggering foreign debt adversely affect the over-ail 
existence of Indigenous Peoples in the Philippines. 

T h e adjustment programs imposed by the banks were supposed to 
promote growth, stabilize external accounts and reduce poverty. 
Philippines, our country, has been relying on foreign assistance for 
the past 20 years. What do the records show after more than two 
decades of dependence on foreign debts? Our foreign debt now 
stands at $50 billion dollars. But the expected results are still far from 
reality. 

We , the indigenous peoples, the most marginalized sector in the 
society, are witnesses not only to the economic stagnation, and also 
to several dispossessions and exploitation of our ancestral domains. 



We would appreciate it very much if the government representatives 
can explain the reason behind the continued reliance on foreign loan, 
inspite of unsuccessful achievement of expected results. T h e late 
President Ferdinand Marcos' obedience to structural adjustment 
programs demonstrated how these loans worsen people's lives 
ranging from minoritization to wholesale displacement of indigenous 
peoples from their ancestral domains. 

T h e accumulation of debt since the Marcos' regime and the WB-IMF's 
prescription for repayment schemes has been depriving us of social 
services such as education and health. More so, the repayment 
schemes necessitate the opening of ancestral domains to 
multinational corporations for raw materials and other viable 
resources. 

T h e World Bank for example, extended another US$ 100 million loan 
for poverty reduction program under the current administration of 
President Gloria Arroyo. This is equivalent to 5 billion pesos and the 
government allocates more than 200 billion pesos or 30% of the 
annual budget to pay for interest alone Including loans incurred by 
past administrations. So instead of stabilizing accounts, the structural 
adjustment loans worsen our lives worse by depriving us of financial 
resources needed for social services. Then again, government 
focuses on production of exports to gain foreign exchange, which 
could be channeled into servicing foreign debt. 

Mr. Chairman, for the present and future generation of Indigenous 
Peoples, the dev i ta l i za t ion of the countries' financial resources 
leads to the opening of our ancestral domains to provide resources 
and ensure steady supply of raw materials. 

This huge allocation of resources to pay for the interests of foreign 
loans caused unnecessary sufferings to most of the indigenous 
peoples. Aside from the denial of much needed resources for 
economic development and basic services, this caused imbalances in 
economic opportunities that further lead to the dissatisfaction of the 
poor majority and unstable peace and order situation. 



Since time immemorial our forefathers have had enough of what they 
need within their respective ancestral domains. At present, the 
unjust misappropriation of resources made us suffer abject poverty 
that has never been experienced before. Poverty is rooted in the 
dispossession and alienation of ancestral domains from the 
indigenous peoples. Without our lands, we have nothing. 

Mr. Chairman, in the spirit of partnership, which is the theme of the 
Decade of World's Indigenous Peoples, we welcome any shift in 
development policy that minimizes if not prevent further 
marginalization of our peoples. We cannot remain poor or be driven 
in despair because our ancestral domains are rich in natural 
resources. 

We are also aware that the World Bank and the Asian Bank 
Development have come up with respective guidelines and 
operational policy for Indigenous Peoples. But our immediate need is 
beyond policy. As things stand, WB-ADB and our government cannot 
be expected to make a fundamental shift in development strategy. 
T h e government and the corporate elite mainly determine what 
development path to take. We cannot just therefore enter into 
partnership that relegate NGOs and Peoples Organizations to the role 
of mitigating the adverse effects of policy. We deem it necessary that 
we must be the lead decision-makers and planners of our present 
and future conditions. We will decide what is best for us and what 
steps to take towards the kind of development we would like to 
attain for our communities. 

W e have Indigenous Peoples Right Act or Republic Act 8371 in the 
Philippines that recognizes, protects and promotes indigenous 
peoples rights. This is the only remaining safety net left for us. 
Unfortunately, the special agency that is created to respond to the 
needs of almost 18% of the whole population have only less than 
half a billion share from the 800 billion pesos government budget. As 
experience will show, the agency's budgetary constraints have 
weakened attempts at reform because it succumbed to the interplay 
of state-corporate policy of growth-oriented modernization strategy 
that continue to reproduce poverty, inequality and environmental 



destruction. In light of these, non-government organizations and 
peoples' organizations are in the process of pro-actively building and 
demonstrating the viability of alternative, sustainable program and 
protection plans that could challenge the mainstream development 
strategy. 

Mr. Chairman, beyond mere criticism of policy, the community and 
organization that I represent engage state entities with the view 
towards pushing these alternatives to the mainstream. 

As a summary, these are the main calls of the indigenous peoples: 

• Implement a moratorium on foreign loans and review all existing 
foreign loans in relation to their Implications to the indigenous 
peoples; 
• Review the existing structural adjustment programs that 
accompany the debt repayment schemes of all foreign loans; 
• Recognize and uphold the indigenous peoples' rights to their 
ancestral domains; 
• Recognize and support indigenous peoples' right to self-
determination, particularly to the type of development IPs want to 
attain for their respective communities; 
• Review WB-ADB's policy on indigenous peoples and make sure 
that the policy is consistent with and in support of indigenous 
peoples' development perspectives; and 
• Advocate for the sincere implementation of the Indigenous 
Peoples' Rights Act by allocating appropriate budget that will help 
fully operatjonalize the contents of the law. 

ThanteVou'for yepr kind attention. 
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