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/The Cotdfllem Peoples Alliance (CPA) would like to update the WGIP on the 
condition of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples in the 
Philippines, particularly in the Cordillera Region. The concrete problems and 
deplorable situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples 
in our country were well covered in nie report of no less titan the Special Rapporteur 
on indigenous peoples, Professor Stavenhagen, after his official Mission to the 
Philippines last December 2002. The Special Rapporteur presented his report during 
the session of the Commission of Human Rights in April this year. 

/^Mr. Chairman, we deplore the response given by Mr. Dennis Lipatan of the 
Philippine Mission to Geneva, a response which questioned the integrity and 
credibility of the honorable Special Rapporteur, instead of responding to the 
substance of the report How can we then expect the Philippine government to 
address the gross violations of indigenous people's rights with mis kind of official 
attitude and response to the independent and credible work of the Special Rapporteur? 

4AS. Chairman, allow me to update you on cases of human rights violations that took 
place this year to exemplify the worsening situation of indigenous peoples in the 
Philippines. In March 2003, indigenous communities in Quinno, Oocos Sur were 
subjected to inrtscriminate gun-fire and illegal search of their houses by elements of 
the 50* Infantry Battalion of the Armed Forces of the Philippines and Philippine 
National Police on the mere suspicion that the local residents were supporters of the 
rebel movement/The continuing militarization of these areas is believed to be in 
response to the growing opposition of the affected communities against the mining 
operation of Lepanto Consolidated Mining Company and the sustained campaign of 
local residents to save the Abra River from further destruction and pollution due to 
mine waste disposal by the mining company. 

'likewise, staunch advocates of indigenous people's rights were not spared from 
brutal attacks of the agents of the state. In April this year, Eddie Gumanoy and Eden 
Marcellana were summarily executed by military elements under the command of the 
notorious CoL Jovito PaJparan, commanding officer of the 204* Infantry Brigade 
operating in Southern Luzon/" The two victims have consistently worked to address 
the killings, forced evacuation and various cases of human rights violations against 
the Mangyan and Dumagats in that part of our country, -faspite of the pronouncement 
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of the national government for a speedy investigation of the case and prosecution of 
the perpetrators of the killings, no case has been filed yet by the Department of 
Justice up to this day./ 

'furthermore, legitimate organizations of indigenous peoples actively asserting their 
collective rights and fundamental freedoms are branded by the military and some 
government officials as "front organizations" or supporters of alleged terrorist 
organizations of the rebel movement in the country*'This is intended to whip up the 
anti-terrorist hysteria and to malign the legitimacy and integrity of these legal, un
armed and non-violent organizations of indigenous peoples who have long been 
struggling for the recognition of their individual and collective rights. This will 
further aggravate the gross violations of indigenous people's rights especially in 
militarized indigenous territories in Mindanao, Southern Tagalog and the Cordillera. 

'Mr. Chairman, we also raise alarm on the pending passage of the Anti-terrorism Bill 
in the Philippines, which contains provisions for the outright violations of our 
fundamental freedoms like due process, freedom of speech, freedom from 
unwarranted arrest and detention, among others. 

We believe we have more than enough laws to cover acts or crimes related to 
terrorism. On the other hand, the anti-terrorism bill is a draconian measure to 
legitimize political repression and to provide unwarranted powers to the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines that will only aggravate the deplorable situation of human 
rights in our country. This bill has been certified as urgent by President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo inspite of a growing opposition by various concerned sectors, 
human rights advocates, civil libertarians, including some government officials. 

/Mr. Chairman, we reiterate our position that we firmly support the report and 
recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur as the Cordillera Peoples Alliance 
presented in the Second Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in 
May 2003 and during the Meeting of the Commission on Human Rights in April 
2003. Thus, we strongly urge the Working Group on Indigenous Populations to take 
up the following actions in relation to the report of the Special Rapporteur on his 
Mission to the Philippines: 

1- Study and support the Report and make a strong recommendation to the 
Philippine government to seriously consider the recommendations of Mr. 
Stavenhagen for immediate action 

2. That the Working Group fully support the work of the Special Rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous 
peoples, and encourage governments to invite him for a Mission in their 
(espectrve, countries as part of their cornmitment to human rights protection, 
especially^ countries with standing request of indigenous peoples. 

Wftalso urge the ̂ Working Group to make a strong recommendation to the Philippine -
government to seriously investigate and take immediate actions on the recent cases of -• 



human rights violations and ensure that justice is served to the victims of violations of 
indigenous people's rights. 

And finally, may we request the Working group to express its concern on the anti
terrorism bill now under consideration of the Congress of the Philippines for its 
potential as a legislated martial rule which will worsen the continuing violation of the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples and other sectors in 
the country. 

Thank you. 


