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Item :4 (a) Review of developments pertaining to the promotion and protection of hhuman 
rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people : (a) General Debate 

Mr. Chairman, 

Allow me to congratulate you on your selection as our Chairperson for this session. 

This is my first time to participate and address this WGIP on behalf the indigenous peoples of 
Timor Leste 

Timor Leste is a new independent State since 20 May 2002. Geographically it is located 
between Indonesia and Australia. Timor Leste has more than 800.000 inhabitants and has 32 
different indigenous languages. After independence of Timor Leste, the government of TL 
has chosen the Portugese language as the official language. And this situation, from an 
economic and geographic perspective will bring less profit for the people of TL, in particular 
the indigenous peoples of TL. This situation will not be beneficial for the sense of pride and 
identity of the indigenous peoples of TL . 

As a newly independent State it is required to upgrade and promote the indigenous cultures of 
Timor Leste, although it has a strong cultural value wihtin the indigenous communities but 
they are under threat of foreign influences. Currently the government is paying too much 
attention for the rehabilitation and reconstruction and human resource development that there 
is hardly any atttention for the local indigenous characteristics. The revitalization of the 
potentials of local culture is vital to be developed in Timor Leste. As a result for the usage of 
the Portugese language as the official language this will not enable the students the use of 
Portugese language in Timor Leste because the majority of the students are more familiar with 
the Tetum and the Indonesian language. Therefore it is important and vital to further develop 
the Tetum language as part of the self-pride and identity of the indigenous peoples of Timor 
leste. 

There is also the need for the government to pay adequate and sufficient attention for the 
communities at the grass-root levels. The lack of government policy to promote and protect 
the indigenous communities has made it more difficult for them to develop themselves. The 
indigenous communities are therefore excluded from any information and become more 
isolated. 

In economic sense the productions of the indigenous communities do not have proper 
attention, and their produce are of a lower quality, hereby allowing outside produce to 
overrule their chances at the local market. 

Another example the coffee produced by the communities are of high quality but with the 
interference of the middle men the communities receive a lower price and they experienced 
great losses. 
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In conclusion, Mr Chairman, we therefore demand the following 

1. the government must reconsider its decision the usage of the Portugese language as the 
official language in Timor Leste ; 

2. the government should consider and promote local indigenous economic production for 
the local and national market. 

3. the UNWGIP is invited to actively promote and protect the social, economic and cultural 
rights of the indigenous peoples of Timor Leste through the appropriate UN and other 
international bodies. 

Thank you. 
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