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Dear Mister Chairman ! 

My name is Yuri Dankan. I represent the Association of Small Indigenous Peoples of the 
North of the Ulchi district of the Khabarovsk region. The Ultchi district is one of the districts 
of compact living of the indigenous peoples of the North in the Khabarovsk region. According 
to the census of 1989,11 ethnic groups (about 4000 people) are living on the territory of their 
ancestors (39000 km 2 ) and keeping a traditional way of life. Ulchi is one of these ethnic 
groups. We are about 2280 people left. 
About half of the territory (46% or 1821 000 ha) is defined as a territory of traditional natural 
resources exploitation of the small indigenous peoples of the North (SIPN), according to the 
resolution of the head of the administration of the Khabarovsk region n°252 from the 
11.05.1994 "about the determination of territory of traditional natural resources exploitation 
of the SIPN". 
In the 90's the economic basis for traditional economic activities has been created with 
governmental support, we developed a written language, and the education and culture have 
been developing. 
At the end of the century, the governmental support decreased because of the economic crisis 
in Russia, which led to the destruction of the basis of the vital activities of the SIPN, and as a 
consequence, to the decrease in their quality of life. 
The main reason is that the foundation of vital activities of the SIPN was broken by the 
globalisation of economics and by reforms in Russia. The abrupt decrease of the traditional 
activities of SIPN is determined by several factors: the decay of biggest cooperatives involved 
in reindeer herding, hunting, fishing, which are the main sectors of employment for the 
indigenous; the liquidation of the centralized system of purchase and distribution of their 
production; the great decrease of the governmental support. 
At the same time, the vital environment of the SIPN is deteriorating. In the last decade the 
intensive deforestation resulted from the Russian forest exploitation enterprises. The volume 
of cut wood in the Ultchi district has reached 1,5 million m 3 per year and recently sharply 
increased with the implantation of a big Malaisian company, Rimbunan Khidjau. 



The result is a decrease in the number of wild reindeer, traditionally hunted by the Ultchi. 
The great Amur river crosses the territory of the district from neighbouring China. We all 
know that the intensive cutting of wood in China has led to almost complete deforestation in 
the basin of the Amur river. 
The sharp decrease of the water level in the Amur river (down to 1,5 m) is the consequence of 
the intensive cutting of wood by Russia and China and the filling up of the reservoir of the 
Boureisk hydro-electro-station, constructed on a tributary of the Amur river. Consequently the 
fishing, which was the main traditional activity of the Ultchi, has declined. In addition, the 
situation is worsened by the industrial development in the cross-border region of China in the 
last years. The industrial wastes, by-passing the refineries, go directly into the tributaries of 
the Amur river - the Sungari and the Ussuri. The result is that the level of anthropogenic and 
phenol substances is ten times higher than the maximum allowed concentrations. 
Now the fish, which are the main food of the Ulchi, have a specific smell of phenol 
substances. It is practically impossible to eat it, but the people are forced to consume it, due to 
the lack of financial resources, which leads to the increase of diseases. 
The globalisation of economics has an extremely negative influence on the socio-economic 
situation of the indigenous peoples of the North. One example of it in our district is the 
realisation of an oil-extraction project Sakhaline-1 by the Exxon Company. This project 
foresees the pumping of oil across our district into the port De Castri, where the construction 
of an oil terminal transporting of 10 million tons per year had begun. 
As a result of this project, more than 3000 ha of the taiga forest, crossed by the oil pipeline, 
are taken out of the exploitation. The construction of the oil terminal is expected to require 
the excavation of 3 million m 3 of the sea bottom in order to allow oil tankers to approach. All 
this is happening on the territory of traditional natural exploitation of the indigenous peoples. 
The threat of ecological catastrophe due to the terminal construction arises and biological 
resources are being destroyed. The Exxon company, therefore, damages the environment of 
the indigenous peoples but refuses to compensate this damage, referring to the agreement 
signed by the Russian government on Product Sharing - a cabal agreement which brings 
nothing good to Russia or to people living in Russia. 
In 2000, an analysis of traditional exploitation of natural resources was conducted by the Far-
East Market Scientific Institute in the northern parts of the district. A sociological survey has 
revealed that the average individual income among the indigenous peoples is four times lower 
than the living wage and that this is one of the causes of the decrease in numbers of 
indigenous peoples ( i f in 1993 there were 4038 indigenous, then in 2001 there are 3645 left). 
The death rate reaches 16.7 per 1000 with an average district index - 15.5. The birth rate has 
reached 14.8 per 1000, decreasing by 7 compared to the last year. Among the diseases 
contributing to the death rate are cardio-vascular, accidents, infections and parasitic diseases, 
increasing alcoholism and drug-addiction. 
The resolution of the problems of indigenous population requires the creation of conditions 
for transition to sustainable development and self-support on the basis of development of 
legislation and foundational jurisdiction, regulating the questions of natural resources 
exploitation, self-determination of indigenous peoples. It is necessary to appeal to the Russian 
government to call a moratorium on the adoption of decisions for the attribution of land 
sectors to non indigenous land users in the territories of traditional natural resources 
exploitation, and to review the Agreement on the Product Sharing with the Exxon Company 
on the "Sakhaline-l" project. 
Thank you for your attention. 


