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Globalization 1. 

Mr. Chairman, Brothers and Sisters I bring you greetings from the Indigenous people of 

Norfolk Island. Norfolk Island, at this moment in time, is still a dependent territory 

under the authority of Australia. 

Today, globalization can be colonialism in disguise if it is not properly directed 

toward benefiting the people who are subjected to it. Instead of the colonial 

gunboat, today's globalization may work more subtly toward the same goal that the 

gunboat enforced. For example, an aid package may come with many strings 

attached, and cultures may come to depend on conveniences and resource 

management by external nations, or by multinational corporations. Neither external 

nations nor multinational corporations necessarily feel any obligations to the 

communities whose culture, language, traditions and self-sufficiency they are 

undermining. 

As a case in point, it would seem that the Australian national government 

continues to pursue its old policies of political, economic, resource control and 

cultural globalization in regard to Norfolk Island. As Norfolk Island is already an 

Australian dependent territory, aid packages do not have to be given; small 

repayable loans are occasionally given. But aid packages are given to other regions 

of the Pacific and its western rim. Aid packages may foreshadow international 

relations of a nature which indigenous peoples and nations of these regions should 
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be wary, as they may be a precedent for assertion of de facto Australian 

sovereignty or at least control. 

Globalization is two-faced. On the one hand, it can offer increased employment 

and prosperity for a place or nation. On the other hand, it has a tendency to ignore 

its responsibilities to the indigenous and minority peoples of a place or nation, 

whose diversity must be nurtured and preserved in the face of global 

communications and influences. More powerful nations and governments may 

have a tendency to use globalization as a cover for the assertion of their national 

interests ahead of the will and entitlements of individuals and less powerful local 

people. Corporations may use globalization for the achievement of corporate issues 

and greed. They may do this in conjunction with the policies of large national 

governments towards the people and democratic societies which such large 

national governments are supposed to be serving or be accountable to. 

In short, globalization must not be used as an excuse for diminishing or 

ignoring the rights and tolerances of indigenous peoples and people who form 

minorities within any nation or its sphere of interests. 

Therefore I move that some powerful international body like the United 

Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations formulate rules for the ways in 

which globalization impinges on indigenous peoples. These rules might include the 
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honoring of local customs and traditions, the preservation of languages, the 

acceptance of indigenous festivals - and the assurance that an indigenous people 

has a strong say in how its local globalization affects all aspects of its 

indigenousness. 


