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United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
Statement to the L5th Session of the

United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) is grateful for the
opportunity to participate in the 15th Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues.

Interventions throughout the week have touched on issues related to disaster risk, climate
change and the El Niflo phenomenon - with examples ranging from wildfires in Canada to
coastal flooding in small islands of the Pacific and the Arctic.

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030, with its seven global targets

and four priorities for action, was agreed in Sendai, Japan in March, 2015 with the aim of
reducing existing disaster risk and preventing new risks.

Metrics for monitoring the Sendai Framework are designed in connection with indicators
across 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Where data on indigenous people is

collected - including data on women, youth and persons with disabilities - 
governments

are better equipped to track progress towards disaster risk reduction targets, understand how
disaster risk affects indigenous communities and, strengthen partnerships for cooperation.

The Sendai Framework identifies actions that strengthen disaster resilience in all
communities and specific opportunities for cooperation with indigenous peoples.

o The Framework is grounded in a people-centred preventive approach that recognizes
disaster risk reduction practices need to be multi-hazard and multi-sectoral, inclusive and

accessible in order to be efficient and effective (Paragraph 7).

o Governments are called to engage with indigenous peoples, recogni zingthatthrough their
experience and traditional knowledge, indigenous peoples provide an important
contribution to the development and implementation of plans and mechanisms (Paragraph

36(a)(v)).

o To understand disaster risk, the Sendai Framework prioritizes measures that ensure the
use of traditional, indigenous and local knowledge and practices, as appropriate, to
complement scientific knowledge in disaster risk assessment and the development and

implementation of policies, strategies, plans and prograrnmes of specific sectors, with a

cross-sectoral approach, which should be tailored to localities and to the context
(Paragragh 24(i)).

o The Sendai Framework also prioritizes efforts to empower local authorities, as

appropriate, to work and coordinate with civil society, cornmunities and indigenous
peoples and migrants in disaster risk management at the local level (Paragraph 27(h)).
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broader value to communities in other regions. Disaster risk reduction efforts globally and

regionally and nationally are enriched by understanding how indigenous peoples view:

o disaster resilience in the context of natural and man-madehazards, including, for
example, the epidemic of youth suicide that has been described so vividly throughout

this session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues;

o the role of ecosystems and natural resource management in reducing risk of disaster

and building resilience;
. environmental changes and the early warnings they signal; and

. the role of Elders and youth, women and men in preparing for, preventing and

recovering from disasters.

-, i The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (LTNISDR) has stepped up advocacy

. - ,-f6. i.rdig"nous peoples. In 2}l5,International Day on Disaster Risk Reduction focused on

indigenous issues and reported news of work undertaken by indigenous peoples, governments

and partners around the world.

There is much for UNISDR to learn about how to engage with indigenous peoples globally

and regionally. We look forward to a dialogue on issues of common interest that is more

frequent, strategic and enduring in its impact - including at the 2017 Global Platform for

Disaster Risk Reduction which will be convened in May 2011 in Cancun Mexico.
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