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Madam Chairperson, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is great pleasure for me to have this privilege to address the Sixth Session 
of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues representing the different 
Indigenous Women's organizations of South Asia. 

Indigenous women face discrimination at different three levels, as a woman in 
general and as an indigenous peoples they face and as indigenous woman 
within the indigenous society. 

In most of the South Asian countries indigenous women continue to face 
human rights violations both from the state and the non- state actors. 
Militarization in indigenous lands, territories and resources have further led to 
marginalizing women relegating them to the lower rugs of the society. 

Indigenous women in India who practise the indigenous way of healing by 
using traditional medicine are targeted and made victims of harassment and 
torture and are often killed in brutal manner because of the stigma attached to 
it by non-indigenous societies and communities. 

Recommendation: 

• While we welcome the setting up of UNDP Indigenous Peoples 
Programme in Asia region headed by an indigenous woman, we 
request UNDP and other UN Agencies that such programme is 
implemented in other regions of the world at the national and regional 
level. 

• The effect of militarization and armed conflict in indigenous territories, 
lands and natural resources is having adverse impact on indigenous 
women. In this regard we highly value and respect UN Security Council 
resolution 1325 which ensure the protection during armed conflict and 
participation of indigenous women in peace processes. We regret that 
this provision has not been duly respected by the state and UN 
agencies. 



We recommend for the protection and promotion traditional and 
customary conflict resolution and justice of the indigenous peoples. 

Most data are inclusive and address issues of women in general there 
is no data indigenous women. We request the Committee of 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), Violence against Women 
(VAW) and Committee of Elimination of All Form of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW) for disaggregated data of indigenous 
women. 

We urge the Special Rapportuers as well as other mechanisms 
relevant to Human Rights Council to study the effects of armed conflict 
on fundamental rights of indigenous peoples especially on women and 
children in South Asian Countries. 

We demand that India ratify the Rome statute on the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) with the Universal jurisdiction over the cases of 
genocide, crime against humanity, war crimes, torture extra judicial 
killings/executions and disappearances which will strengthen her 
assertion as a functional democracy to maintain accountability and 
transparency towards its commitment to various international human 
rights treaties it had ratified so far. 


