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Large-scale mining in Ecuador and human rights abuses

INtroduction

Over the past decade, a serie of social conflicts has arisen in Ecuador, as a result of the grow-
ing presence of actors seeking to develop large-scale mining in the country. These mining
endeavors have been encouraged by legislative and economic measures put in place by national
governments and international organizations. Mining companies’ activities have led to numer-
ous episodes of human rights abuses, and have given rise to an important national debate on
the promotion of large-scale mining in Ecuador.

It is in this context that we are presenting the executive summary of the report, “Large-Scale
Mining in Ecuador and Human Rights Abuses: The Case of Corriente Resources.” The full
report was prepared by the Ecuadorian Ecumenical Commission for Human Rights' (Comision
Ecuménica de Derechos Humanos — CEDHU) with support from the International Federation
for Human Rights? (FIDH) and its Ecuadorian member organizations, the Regional Founda-
tion for Advisory Services in Human Rights (Fundacion de Asesoria Legal — INREDH)? and
the Ecuadorian Center for Economic and Social Rights (Centro Ecuatoriano de Derechos
Econdmicos y Sociales — CDES#), and from the Canadian organization Rights & Democracy.®
The United States-based organizations Environmental Defender Law Center (EDLC)® and
Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW)” also provided important support in the
drafting of this report. The present executive summary of the full report reviews the activi-
ties of Corriente Resources Inc., a Canadian mining exploration company® which, through its
subsidiaries, operated in the Amazonian provinces of Morona Santiago and Zamora Chinchipe
during the period from 2000 to 2010.

Methodology

The report essentially followed the methodological guide for Human Rights Impact Assessment
of Foreign Direct Investments developed by the Canadian organization Rights & Democracy.®
The research team used the guide’s human rights framework, based on the following principles:
participation; transparency (access to information); non-discrimination; the indivisibility of
human rights; and the need to hold accountable those actors involved for their responsibility
in the events that were analyzed.

The writing of the report began at the end of 2009 and concluded in November 2010. During
field work, the research team carried out interviews, meetings, and on-site observations. In
the Morona Santiago and Zamora Chinchipe provinces, interviews were conducted both with
individuals and organizations who have objected to large-scale mining and with those who

1. www.cedhu.org. Founded in 1977.

2. www.fidh.org. Founded in 1922,

3. www.inredh.org. Founded in 1993.

4. www.cdes.org.ec. Founded in 1999

5. www.dd-rd.ca. Founded in 1988.

6. www.edic.org

7. www.elaw.org

8. Described further in the section presenting the case. This section explains that the subsidiaries are fully owned by Corriente Resources.
When we refer to Corriente Resources, we are referring to EcuaCorriente and all other subsidiaries in Ecuador.

9. Rights & Democracy. Getting it Right: A Step-by-Step Guide to Assess the Impact of Foreign Investment on Human Rights, November
2008, www.dd-rd-ca/site/publications/
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