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On behalf of the Ahwazi Human Rights Organization, We would like to thank the chair for 
the opportunity. 

More than five million indigenous Ahwazi Arabs live in the south-western region of Iran, in the province of 
Khuzestan or as called by its indigenous name, Al-Ahwaz or Arabistan. Ahwazis constitute an indigenous, ethnic, 
national and linguistic minority in Iran. Until 1925, the year of its annexation to Iran, the region enjoyed a high 
degree of autonomy and indigenous nomadic tribes lived on this land for thousands of years. 

While Ahwazi ancestral lands produces 90% of Iran's vast oil revenue, none of this is allocated to the 
Ahwazis or to their region. 

In the past ten years, as directed by the government of Iran,, over 500,000 hectares of indigenous Ahwazi 
farmers land have been confiscated and given to non-indigenous Arab Persian settlers, a scheme designed 
to break up and change the ethnic structure and racial mix of the province. Mr. Milon Kothari, UNSpecial 
Rapporteur on Housing after a visit to Ahwaz stated: "There are thousands of people living with open 
sewers, no sanitation, no regular access to water, electricity and no gas connections" or "In Khuzestan, 
that there is an attempt being made by the government to build new towns and bring in new people from 
other provinces." Or ..."the estimate we received is that between 200,000 - 250,000 Arab people are 
being displaced from their villages": http://www.irinnews.org/print.asp?ReportID=48518 

After the end of Iran-Iraq war in 1988 , the Islamic Republic of Iran has embarked on a systematic ethnic 
cleansing policy called "Hmemyesh zamini" (Land Experimentations),. Since 1999 alone, 1.2 million 
Ahwazis were forcefully displaced to central provinces and 1.5 million non-Indigenous Persian have been 
resettled in government-paid resettlement in Arab cities and towns of Khuzestan. 

The regime erected dams and diverted the waters of our rivers such Karun to non-Arab central provinces of Isfahan 
and Yazd while Khuzestan severely suffers from the shortage of drinking water. 

Names of cities, towns, villages, rivers and other geographical landmarks were changed from Arabic to Persian. 

In the past 6 months alone, at least 17 Ahwazi human rights and political activists were publicly hanged despite the 
appeal by the European Union Commission, international Human Rights Organization and in a blatant defiance to 
the independent experts appointed by the United Nations Human Rights Council, Mr. Philip Alston, Mr. Leandro 
Despouy, and Mr. Manfred Nowak who issued a statement urging the Iranian Government to "stop the imminent 
execution of seven men belonging to the Ahwazi Arab minority and grant them a fair and public hearing 
http://www.ahwaz.org.uk/20Q7/01/unhcr-iran-must-stop-executions-of.html 
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Madam chair, ladies and gentlemen, as we done previously, we appeal to the Special 
Rapporteur to organize a fact finding trip to the province of Khuzestan (al-Ahwaz to investigate 
land confiscation, ethnic cleansing and killing of indigenous Ahwazi-Arabs in the al-Ahwaz 
(Khuzestan) province in Southwest Iran, 

Thanks You 


