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Madam Chair, Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, Ladies 
and Gentlemen,

Thank you for giving me the floor. 

On behalf of IFAD let me first congratulate you for your nomination as 
Chair of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and congratulate 
all the Members for their nomination. 

Madam Chair,

IFAD’s commitment to indigenous peoples’ development has been 
reaffirmed in our new Strategic Framework 2011-2015, approved last 
week by our Executive Board, the goal of the SF is to enable poor rural 
people to improve their food security and nutrition, raise their incomes, 
and strengthen their resilience. 

This new Strategic Framework highlights IFAD’s comparative advantage in 
championing the empowerment of rural people living in poverty, and 
indicates specifically indigenous peoples. 

The Strategic Framework underscores that the lack of effective political 
representation of indigenous peoples often leads to policies that do not 
respond to their needs. In order to address this issue, IFAD will expand its 
policy engagement with its developing Member States by working with 
governments, farmers’  organizations, indigenous peoples’ organizations 
and other partners to develop comprehensive and coherent rural 
development policies for poverty reduction and food security. 

A strong focus of the new Strategic Framework is empowerment. In the 
next five years, IFAD will strive to increase the decision-making and 
organizational capacity of rural people living in poverty - especially 
women, indigenous peoples and youth. We will do this by enabling them 
to strengthen and build their individual and collective assets, knowledge 
and skills and capacity to innovate in rural development.

Emphasis is also given to increased communications and advocacy in 
eradicating rural poverty.  To this extent, IFAD will amplify the voices of 
poor rural people, particularly the voices of indigenous peoples.

Madam Chair, 

Last year at the 9th session of the Forum, we announced IFAD’s Policy on 
Engagement with Indigenous Peoples. 
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The policy builds on the cultural heritage and identity of indigenous 
peoples _ and approaches these qualities as an asset and a source of 
untapped economic potential.

The policy contains 9 principles for enhancing our development 
effectiveness, including the principle of free, prior and informed consent. 
The policy is based upon our experience on the ground and was 
developed in extensive consultation with leaders of indigenous peoples, 
come of whom are here today.

We also informed you that in order to translate our Policy into action we 
were planning to establish an Indigenous Peoples Forum at IFAD. This 
was also recommended by the UNPFII last year. 

We are happy to announce today, that on 18 February 2011, IFAD 
established its Indigenous Peoples’ Forum. The President of the Fund 
officially announced it to our Member States the following day during its 
opening speech in the IFAD Governing Council. 

The objectives of this forum are the following:

1. Monitor  and  evaluate  the  implementation  of  IFAD’s  Policy  of 
Engagement  with  Indigenous  Peoples.  This  includes  the  policy’s 
contribution to realizing the UNDRIP provisions;

2. Build  and  strengthen  partnerships  between  IFAD and  indigenous 
peoples in order to address poverty and sustainable development 
with culture and identity;

3. Promote  the  participation  of  indigenous peoples’  organizations  in 
IFAD’s activities at country, regional and international levels, at all 
stages of programme cycles. 

During lunch time today, we held a side event to communicate this 
process. 

On behalf of my colleagues, I wish to thank all of you who offered support 
and advice in establishing this forum at IFAD. 

Another instrument to promote implementation of IFAD’s Policy on 
Engagement with Indigenous Peoples, is a dedicated fund – the 
Indigenous Peoples Assistance Facility. This is a demand-driven fund that 
finances indigenous peoples’ small projects based on their needs, 
priorities and identity. 

IFAD is strengthening this facility by increasing its financial resources and 
by decentralizing its management to indigenous peoples’ regional 
organizations. We are pleased to inform you that last week, IFAD 
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Executive Board approved a grant of USD 1.45 million to finance the 
facility. We plan to issue the next call for proposals around June or July of 
this year. 

We are working on linking the Facility’s micro-projects and grass-roots 
organizations with our much larger regular programme. In 2010 alone, 
IFAD provided about USD 106 million in regular loans and grants 
supporting the development of indigenous peoples. 

Other steps were taken in 2010 to implement IFAD’s Policy on 
Engagement with Indigenous Peoples:

- We updated our operational guidelines to comply with the Policy;
- We improved our Quality Enhancement Process in project design to 

be consistent with the Policy; 
- In close cooperation with Asia Indigenous Peoples Act, we 

developed a series of country technical notes to provide ready 
access to information and better equip IFAD staff with knowledge 
and guidance on indigenous peoples’ issues; 

- In cooperation with Christensen Fund, we developed a fellowship 
agreement with Rome University La Sapienza to host two 
indigenous students at IFAD for one year. 

Detailed information of our work is contained in the report that IFAD 
submitted for this session of the Forum. 

Madam Chair,

In our continued effort to actively listen to indigenous peoples, we were 
able to achieve many positive results at IFAD. We are aware that this was 
only possible thanks to the constructive dialogue with indigenous leaders 
and the Forum you are chairing. 

While we are proud of progress achieved, we are also well aware that 
much more needs to be done in order to make a difference on the ground 
and ensure development with culture and identity.

We will concentrate our future efforts on four main areas:

- promoting the active participation of indigenous peoples’ 
organizations in the design of design of IFAD’s Country Strategic 
Opportunities Programmes and our programme cycles, in adherence 
to the principle of free, prior and informed consent;

- improving the design, monitoring and evaluation of IFAD-funded 
projects by using specific indicators for the well-being of indigenous 
peoples, and by promoting an independent assessment of IFAD-
funded projects by indigenous peoples themselves;
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- supporting the empowerment of indigenous peoples by promoting 
effective and sustainable indigenous peoples’ organizations that can 
engage as partners and co-managers in development initiatives;

- improving IFAD’s advocacy role in disseminating best practices of 
development approaches with indigenous peoples at national, 
regional and international levels. 

We are convinced that only by working together can we improve our work 
on the ground and build partnerships with indigenous peoples’ 
organizations. That is why we look forward to our strengthened 
cooperation with the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  

Finally and before closing, Madam Chair, I would like to congratulate Ms 
Chandra Roy-Henriksen for her appointment as Chief of the Secretariat of 
the Permanent Forum. We wish her all the best.

I thank you for your attention.
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