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Madame chairperson, distinguished members of the Forum, sisters and brothers, 

My name is Yayuc Napay. I am a Sediq Toda from Taiwan. I am speaking on behalf of the Youth Caucus. 

Asian indigenous youth is underrepresented in this Forum. Most indigenous youth in Asian region has 

difficulty to gain passport, visa, and funding to attend this Forum. 

We recommend that the UN agencies and this Forum to allocate funds that would be accessible and 

exclusively used for and by the activities of the UNPFII youth groups. As to passport, we urge that the Asian 

governments to remove obstacles that hinder the indigenous youths applying for passport; and the US agencies 

should make the visa application procedure more accessible, available, and adaptable for Asian indigenous youths. 

Furthermore, most indigenous youth in Asia is not able to use international language such as English to 

communicate. And some of us also have difficulty to access relevant information both in UN's websites and 

documents. We urge that all UN agencies to adopt languages used in these areas, such as Bangladesh, Burma, 

Cambodia, Japan, Laos, Nepal, Thailand, Vietnam to help these youths better understand information crucial to 

develop policies and plans for their culture maintenance and their way of life. In addition, a training course for 

English proficiency should also be made available to indigenous youths in order to strengthen our ability to 

communicate in any international event. 

Madame chairperson, we also have two more recommendations regarding Asian indigenous youths, 

We strongly recommend the Forum to appoint a dedicated staff member to coordinate and provide support 

services to the UNPFII youth groups in Asia. 

And That the UNPFII, member and non-member state governments, and UN agencies provide the-youth group 

with the proper training and education that would effectively provide its members with the capacity to carry out its 

goals. 

We urge upon Asian States to recognize the inherent right to Self Determination of Indigenous Peoples and to 

stop militarization in Indigenous Areas 

We also urge upon the Asian States to respect the right to Free Prior and Informed Consent of Indigenous 

Peoples before introducing any developmental policies. 

We ask the Asian states to support for an early adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples by the UN General Assembly in its session in 2007 

We urge upon the Asian States to support formation of a subsidiary body at the UN Human Rights Council 

Thank you!! 


