
Madam Chair, distinguished members of the Forum,

My name is Enghebatu Togochog. I represent the indigenous Mongolian people in
China. As we all know, China voted in support of the 2007 United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Yet, it has continually disavowed any obligation
under the Declaration, proclaiming that China has no indigenous people thus no
indigenous issues, claiming that indigenous issues are a result of western colonization
only.

With this free pass, China not only has denied the existence of 6 million indigenous
Mongolian people within its borders, but also adopted a series of policies toward
assimilating Mongolian language.

Madam chair, today, for 210,000 Mongolian inhabitants of the regional capital, Hohhot,
there are only 2 Mongolian elementary schools and the number of children enrolled are
fewer than 3,000, making up barely 1 percent of the total Mongolian population of the
city.

In the so-called "Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region" alone, number of enrollees at
Mongolian elementary schools dropped from 110,000 in 1980 to 19,000 in 2009. This
means the Mongolian elementary school enrollment dropped by an alarming rate of 83%
in 19 years.

The main reasons for this sharp decline of the Mongolian student enrollment are:

Chinese government policies including large-scale population transfer, elimination of
Mongolian schools at rural level and merger of Mongolian schools to Chinese schools;

It is also due to the de facto second-class citizen status of the Mongolians in the colonial
state. Although the Mongolian language is stated to be one of the official languages in
the autonomous region, the Chinese Government has made no effort whatsoever to
make it reality.

Mongolian students who studied in Mongolian language do not have any opportunity for
employment and career opportunity;

In some cases, Chinese employers including some government agencies publicly stated
in their employment requirement that "no candidate educated in Mongolian is
considered";

In the latest case, few months ago, the last Mongolian school in Bayangol area was
shut down and all the students are forced to learn in Chinse.

Madam chair, since China had voted in support of UNDRIP, the Chinese Government must
respect basic human rights and the fundamental freedoms of the indigenous Mongolian people
in accordance with the UNDRIP and other relevant human rights conventions that China is a
signatory to. Thanks you, Madam Chair!


