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Mr. Chairperson and distinguished delegates, indigenous sisters and brothers'

congratulations to Mr. Alvaro Pop for his appointment as chairperson.

Bangladesh is the home of more than 54 indigenous peoples, comprising about two percent

of the national population, including in the the partially autonomous Chittagong Hill Tracts

(CHT) region and in the plains. However, lndigenous communities form the most

disadvantaged, neglected and vulnerable groups in the country.

Though Bangladesh is a party to several international human rights treaties, including

cEDAW, CERD, ICC Rome statute, lLo convention 107 and the two international human

rights covenants, lccPR and lCESCR, indigenous peoples in the country routinely face

different forms of discrimination and human rights violations perpetrated by different State

agencies, corporations, Bengali settlers and other influential non-indigenous actors'

Most of the human rights violations concerning indigenous peoples are closely interlinked

with ownership, occupation and access to land, including those used in accordance with

customary law This is so, both in the chittagong Hill Tracts and in the plains.

Thousands of acres of lands are being acquisitioned or forcibly taken "by state and non-

indigenous individuals and companies in the name of reserved forests, for rubber plantations

and other commercial purposes, setting up of Border Guard and military camps and

luxurious tourist complexes owned by outsiders. These are located either on titled lands of

indigenous individuals or on customarily held lands of indigenous peoples. Such projects

have been undertaken without any consultations with, or the consent of, the CHT Regional
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council, the Hill District councils, indigenous communities and concerned land owners, as

required by statutory and customary law, including those affirmed in the chittagong Hill

Tracts Regulation 1900 and the Acts on the Regional and District Councils, which are

compatible with the provisions of ILO Convention No' 107'

Non-functionality of the cHT Land Disputes Resolution commission, even after 18 years of

the Accord, is the main reason of land related problem in cHT. Although the Government

repeatedly assured this Forum, including at its 13th Session, to take all possible steps to

make the Land Commission effective, it is still to deliver its potentials'

At the 14th Session of this Forum, Bangladesh Government said, "Recent dialogues between

the Government and the CHT Regionat Councit have created a positive momentum towards

further amending the concerned law. we have been able to narrow down the differences on

some of the amendment proposals, and remain hopeful about the draft Bitt-being placed-

before the Partiament very soon." However, these promises remain in words only' A study

on the CHT Land Commission was submitted to this Forum at its 13th session, by Vice

chairperson of this Forum, Raja Devasish Roy (E/C.191201414), which discusses the

detailed possibilities and challenges of the cHT Commission.

I urge Bangladesh Government to make the CHT Land Commission functional without

further delay.

I also urge the Forum and member states of

Bangladesh to implement the recommendations

the implementation of the CHT Accord, following

Mr. Lars-Anders Baer (E/C.1 912011 16).

Thank you, Mr. Chairl
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